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EDITORIAL 
“Penetrating Surgery” 


It is no longer necessary to speculate on the 
cause for the painful conditions that now exist in 
our Church. The record is now clear. In a review of 
the 1949 General Assembly written for The Chris- 
tian Century—a non-denominational journal with 
a wide circulation—Dr. D. P. McGeachy, Sr., in 
complete disregard of his Church’s Confession— 
to which he subscribed and solemnly pledged to 
defend at his ordination to the ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States—tridicules 
those of his brethren who consider faithfulness to 
their ordination vows and loyalty to their Church a 
matter of common honesty. 


Moreover, in the issue of August 8, announcing 
a series of three articles to be published in The 
Presbyterian Outlook, the edi‘or commends the 
author by referring to Dr. McGeachy’s appraisal of 
the ministers and elders of the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church, published in The Christian Century, 
June 22, 1949, for the world to read, and states 
that this was “his annual classic describing the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly.’’ Then there is this 
revealing sentence: “There is nothing quite like it 
for color and for penetrating surgery.’ From this 
it is proper to assume that what Dr. MeGeachy has 
written about his own Church and his dissenting 
brethren represents The Presbyterian Outlook's 
views and has its full approval. 

The term, “penetrating surgery,”’ is a suggestive 
and significant phrase. Surgery is the operative 
branch of medicine. It removes by cutting. “‘Pene- 
trating” is to go deep. At the 1944 Assembly a par- 
ticularly impatient commissioner, who is a member 
of the Committee on Co-operation and Union, sug- 
gested with considerable heat that all not agreeing 
with the Committee’s union plans should get out. Is 
this the implication of ‘penetrating surgery?” 

There is a further bit of confirming evidence lo- 
cating the source of the painful division in the 
Church. It is found in correspondence (published in 
the August Ist issue of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal) intended for certain liberal ministers in 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. We presume this 
correspondence was written for the purpose of 
“better acquaintance,” to assure them of the es- 
sential agreement of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church with their theological views and that only a 


little group of narrow fundamentalists would be 
found in disagreement. 


Who are the “troublers in Israel?” Is it the many 
hundreds of fine ministers and great hosts of intel- 
ligent and godly elders who have subscribed to thei: 
Church’s Confession of Faith and who have taken 
their vows and mean what they say? Is it the un 
known thousands of faithful and devoted membe) 
who love their Church and want to preserve its de 
nominational existence in peace and unity and 
friendly co-operation with all Christian commun 
ions. Or, is it that lesser number who would hav: 
the Church’s life and testimony and missionary pas- 
sion, which God has so richly blessed in the years 
of its existence, lost in mere organizational union 
with a Church four times larger than our own? 


Does it make for unity for those who love this 
Church, accept its teachings, and support its work 
to be characterized as narrow and unbrotherly be- 
cause they want to perpetuate its life and testi- 
mony and worldwide ministry as one of the family 
of Christian denominations? 


Instead of penetrating surgery, we propose that 
all of us read again the formula St. Paul recom- 
mended to the Church at Ephesus: “I ... beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherein ye 
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; en- 
deavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace ... That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of man, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to de 
ceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into Him in all things, who is the Head even 
Christ.”” This is the way that makes for Christian 
unity——not penetrating surgery applied to all wh 
endeavor to honor their ordination vows. —J.R.R. 


Quite Primary 


Economics 


This is the house that Jack built (not under Fed- 
eral Housing nor with National Subsidy.) * 


And these are the jobs that sure are created in 
building the house that Jack built. 


*Pictures to be supplied by the imagination. 
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And these the open-shop, closed-shop, five-day 
week, well-paid workmen that hold the jobs that 
—_ are created in building the house that Jack 
built. 


And these are the wages that well pay the five- 
day-week workmen that hold the jobs that sure are 
created in building the house that Jack built. 


Now these are the sales that make possible the 
high wages that fair pay the union—non-union 
workmen that hold the jobs that sure are created 
in building the house that Jack built. 


Now these are the products that command the 
sales that make the high wages that fair pay the 
portal-to-portal—non-portal-to-portal ‘workmen that 
hold the jobs that sure are created in building the 
house that Jack built. 


An these are the ideas that create the products 
that command the sales that permit the high wages 
that fair pay the specialized—non-specialized work- 
men that hold the jobs that sure are created in 
erecting the house that Jack built. 


And these are the free-enterprise men that think 
out the ideas that create the products that command 
the sales that allow the high wages that fair pay 
the forty-hour-or-less-a-week workmen that hold 
the jobs that sure are created in making the house 
that Jack built. 


Now this is the economic system, called Cap- 
italism (under which is maintained the world’s 
highest standard of living, which flourishes in the 
only large country where the average citizen has a 
home and an auto and a bank-account, the land 
where 6 percent of the earth’s population control 
46 percent of all electrical power and 54 percent 
of all telephones and 59 percent of all steel ca- 
pacity and 85 percent of all automobiles and 92 
percent of all bath-tubs and 60 percent of all life- 
insurance policies, with one-third of the world’s 
wealth and one-third of all the whole world’s in- 
come (according to General Electric report) with 
private enterprise and private ownership and free 
incentive and open competition), which gives reign 
to the free men that think out the ideas that pro- 
duce the goods that command the sales that permit 
the high wages that well pay the workmen that hold 
the jobs that sure are created in making the house 
that Jack built. 


And this is Christianity that permits the economy 
that gives reign to free men that think out the ideas 
that produce the products that command the sales 
that authorize the high wages that well pay the 
workmen that hold the jobs that sure are created 
in making the house that Jack built. 


And this is America that embraces Christianity 
that enjoins the economy that stimulates free men 
that think through the ideas that result in the pro- 
ducts that command the sales that make possible 
the high wages that well pay the workmen that hold 
down the good jobs that sure are created in building 
the house that Jack built, said house having me- 
chanical refrigerator and vacuum-cleaner and radio 
and telephone and television and air-conditioning, 
it being also the castle of its owner who can go and 
come anywhere and when he pleases, exchange jobs, 
initiate plans, effect his ideas, talk freely, rail at 
the Government, criticize the President, run for 
office, be assured of protection and trial by jury, of 
justice and liberty of person, speech, press, as- 
sembly and religion... . 


Yet even here, there are people who encourage 
Paternalism, hanker after Socialism, cater to Com- 
munism!!... Alas, poor Jack! —R.F.G. 
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Worldliness 
A Symptom 


We recently met an elder from one of our 
largest Synods. He was a complete stranger to us 
but it was obvious that he was a substantial citizen 
and we soon found him to be a spiritually minded 
man and one deeply concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of our Church. 


Based on rather wide observation in his own sec- 
tion this was his statement: “Our greatest single 
problem where I live is worldliness in the Church. 
Many of our young people attend the Youth Fel- 
lowship meeting on Sunday evening and then go 
from there to the movies.”’ Later on we discovered 
that this desecration of the Sabbath was but one of 
the symptoms of widespread worldliness which he 
had observed in his community. 


We have been criticized for “harping” on such 
things in these pages. It is our intention to con- 
tinue to call the attention of our people to those 
things which are sapping the spiritual life of our 
Church and to work for the solution which is ob- 
vious but so often ignored. 


We must again emphasize Christian standards 
in the Church. These standards are the outward 
evidences of an inner experience; that of being 
born again. 


Admitting the complexities of present-day life 
and the problems which these complexities bring, 
we nevertheless come to a Christian solution of 
what Christianity involves in matters of this world. 


This must be decided in the light of God’s Word 
and emphasized by the pulpit and those who hold 
places of leadership in the congregation—the elders 
and the deacons. 


We believe this will have to involve a long for- 
gotten function of the Chureh—discipline. This, te 
be effective, must be done after conferences with 
those involved in which prayer and Bible study 
have a large part. It must then be done openly and 
the Scriptural reasons given therefor. 


But, many will immediately say, this would split 
local congregations wide open! Will it? We believe 
sucn action, when the result of love and much 
prayer will do just the opposite. We believe it 
could do more to bring about a revival in a local 
congregation than any other single thing. 


On the other hand, if we refrain from such 
action, for fear of local reaction, we must face the 
infinitely worse alternative of continuing/on with 
a compromise with worldly conformity/which de- 
stroys the testimony of the Church. 


Those of us who are ordained leaders in the 
Church; ministers, teachers, elders, and deacons, 
must first of all examine our own lives. Are our 
personal habits, our conversations, our pleasures, 
our business activities those which will stand the 
clear scrutiny of the Holy Spirit? If not then we 
must begin this house-cleaning by His help in our 
own lives. 

If the pastors and officers will set the example 
necessary and with this example earnestly pray for 
the guidance of God’s Spirit we believe revival and 
blessing is sure to follow. 

Worldliness in the Church is a symptom of spir- 
itual sickness. Let us seek the cure of the disease, 
the symptoms will then disappear. —L.N.B. 
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The Work Of The Holy 
Spirit Natural Or 
Supernatural P 


The work of the Holy Spirit is a supernatural 
work manifesting itself in supernatural ways. Cer- 
tainly one of the great conflicts of our time centers 
right here. 


The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, 
has specifically come into this world to perform a 
supernatural ministry; that of convicting men of 
sin, wooing them to Christ, teaching them the 
things of God and enduing them with power to do 
God’s work, to mention but a few of His wondrous 
works for and in man. 


It is to be expected that the enemy of souls, the 
Devil, will do all in his power to make light of the 
work of the Spirit. If Satan can prevent this work 
of the Spirit he wins a victory. 


Some of the counterfeits offered today are the 
belittleing of the fact and consequences of sin, the 
necessity of the new birth, human education in- 
stead of divine revelation and the effectiveness of 
human effort without Spiritual power. 


In the light of the above it is interesting to 
evaluate much which is done in the name of Chris- 
tianity today. It is not being captious to so do. In 
fact it is being exceedingly wise to “‘try the spirits 
whether they are of God.” 


Beware of any teaching which ignores or makes 
light of sin and its consequences. Natural philosophy 
denies the fallen state of man, his utterly lost 
condition and his sinful heart with its outward 
manifestations and explains these in terms of im- 
proper integration of personality, unfortunate en- 
vironment, hampered opportunities for improve- 
ment, etc., ete. 


Jeremiah tells us: “‘The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: who can know 
it?” No human or natural power has ever changed 
man’s heart; it is a supernatural act of God, a 
work of the Holy Spirit. 


Coupled with the utterly lost condition of the 
natural man is the possibility of the new birth, 
without which he cannot be saved, open to all who 
will receive it. This new birth is a supernatural 
experience, the work of the Holy Spirit. Our 
Saviour said, ‘Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again.” His earthly ministry, His 
death and His resurrection all center around open- 
ing the Way for the new-birth. The crowning 
statement in his conversation with Nicodemus is 
that God loved and gave that whosoever believeth 
might pass from condemnation to eternal life. 


This doctrine of the new-birth is diametrically 
opposed to the natural teaching of our time, a 
teaching which stresses improvement in environ- 
ment, social opportunities and privileges, educa- 
tion and other natural processes as the answer to 
man’s dilemma. 


Following closely in this naturalistic substitute 
for God’s supernatural work is the emphasis on 
education as a means within itself. 


No intelligent Christian will deny the advantages 
of education. We Presbyterians have rightly 
stressed education and an educated ministry. But, 
there are times when education has become master 


instead of hand-maiden. Surely God who is the 
source of all wisdom and truth, must regard with 
holy anger any attempt to measure Him and His 
creation by human wisdom rather than by His 
revealed truth. 


A philosophy which accepts God only on the 
basis of human reasoning is but one of the many 
manifestations of human pride which has not sub- 
mitted itself to the supernatural God. 


An educational concept which limits man’s faith 
to the apparent findings of contemporary science 
places that faith on a natural and not a super- 
natural basis. America’s educational program to- 
day has largely eliminated God and his revelation. 
In secular educational fields this is to be expected 
but, when the secular concept dominates much in 
Christian education we need to stop and stop 
quickly. Christian education must differ from 
secular education in that it refuses to compromise 
with apparent discrepancies between modern 
science and revealed truth. It is this compromise 
which is so sadly confusing young people today. 


Education can never bring one soul into the 
Kingdom of God. There is a supernatural transac- 
tion between the soul and the Saviour which is 
absolutely essential to salvation. The natural pro- 
cesses, regardless of educational endowments, can 
never take the place of the supernatural work of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Finally, the Christian task requires human effort 
but that effort must be subject to and implemented 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. Without this 
supernatural power human endeavor fails, not in 
part but completely. 


Are not our failures as Christians and as a 
Church due to our repeated attempts to accomplish 
a supernatural task with natural means alone? 
Even when we pray for help is it not too often a 
casual salutation of God rather than an importu- 
nate acknowledgement that out sufficiency rests 
alone in His supernatural power, working in and 
through yielded instruments? 


In the sophisticated and godless age in which we 
live let us beware of anything which would limit 
the supernatural power of God, the Holy Spirit. 
Without the operation of this power in our hearts 
we are lost. Without the operation of this power in 
our world the world is doomed. 


But, on the positive side let us recognize this 
supernatural power as available to all who come 
seeking Him in humility and truth. The possibility 
of world-wide revival will merge into the certainty 
of such a spiritual awakening when we as Chris- 
tians and as the Church, go forth in that power 
alone. * 


Divorce Impossible 


We frequently hear this statement: ‘‘My faith is in 
a Person, my loyalty ié to Him, not to a Book ora 
creed.”’ 


This is both foolish and misleading. Of course 
our faith is in a Person and our loyalty to Him. 
Our salvation depends solely on faith in Jesus 
Christ and not in faith in a book or a creed. 


But, what is the source of our knowledge of 
Him? It is in a book, the Bible. The Holy Spirit 
has given us a record of Who He is, the virgin- 
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born Son of God, and of what He has done—shed 
His blood as a redemption for our sins. This record 
is in the Book. Creeds have their place in that they 
state the facts about Him as found in the Scrip- 
tural record. 


It is impossible to divorce our faith in Christ 
from the record about Him. To say we have faith 
in Him without knowing Who He is or what He has 
done is to be childish. To say that this knowledge 
is based on personal experience alone is equally 
childish. 


God gives us a glorious personal experience of 
the living Christ when we have believed in Him. 
But, He has never left it to the vagames of the 
human mind to discover the great truths about 
Him. 

To claim allegiance to Him without believing the 
record about Him is an impossible assumption. 
There are certain facts about the person and work 
of our Saviour which cannot be divorced from a 
saving faith in Him. —L.N.B. 


Sanctification 


There lies on our desk a copy of Abraham 
Kuyper’s “The Work of the Holy Spirit” and we 
have just read part of a chapter entitled ‘“‘The 
Work of God in Our Work.” 


The basis of his thought is the 23rd verse of the 
5th Chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Thessalon- 
ians which is as follows; “And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of Christ.” 


Dr. Kuyper writes as follows: 


“The difference between sanctification and 
good works should be well understood. 


“Many confound the two, and believe that 
sanctification means to lead an honorable and 
virtuous life; and, since this is equal to good 
works, sanctification, without which no man 
shall see God, is made to consist of the earnest 
and diligent effort to do good works. 


“But this reasoning is false. The grape 
should not be confounded with the vine, light- 
ning with thunder, the birth with the concep- 
tion, any more than sanctification with good 
works. Sanctification is the kernal from which 
the blade and full ear of good works shall 
spring; but this does not identify the kernel 
with the blade. The former lies in the ground 
and by its fibers attaches itself to the furrow 
internally. The latter shoots from the ground 
externally and visibly. So is sanctification the 
implanting germ, of the disposition and inclina- 
tion which shall produce the blossom and fruit 
of a good work. 


“Sanctification is God’s work in us, whereby 
He imparts to our members a holy disposition, 
inwardly filling us with delight in His law and 
with repugnance to sin. But good works are 
acts of man, which spring from this holy dis- 
position. Hence sanctification is the source of 
good works, the lamp that shall shine with 
their light, the capital of which they are the 
interest. 


“Allow us to repeat it: “Sanctification” is 
a work of God; “good works” are of men. 
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“Sanctification works internally; “good works” 
are external. “Sanctification” imparts some- 
thing to man; “good works” take something 
out of him. “Sanctification” forces the root 
into the ground; to do “good works” forces the 
fruit out of the fruitful tree. To confound 
these two leads the people astray.” 


Our Westminster Catechism defines sanctification 
as a “work of God’s free grace, whereby we are 
renewed in the whole man after the image of God, 
and are enabled more and more to die unto sin and 
live unto righteousness.”’ 


As distinguished from justification and adoption, 
which are both acts of God’s grace, sanctification 
is a work of God which continues and grows in the 
heart of the believer and which, in turn, shows 
forth in the “good works” of the Christian life. 


Are we growing in the evidences of our Chris- 
tianity, or are we static? How we need to search 
our hearts and seek in turn to give more evidence 
of the faith which we profess! — LN. B. 


Displaced Persons 
Can You Help Place Some? 


Do you live on a farm and need help? Have you 
a home and need some one to help care for it? 
Have you an unused cottage near you? 


There are European Christians, individuals and 
families, longing to come to America to make a 
new start in life, who might help you solve a prob- 
lem and who you in turn might help beyond words 
to express. 


The bringing of such worthy individuals to 
America is a practical possibility. Your financial re- 
sponsibility only involves a guarantee of their em- 
ployment that they shall not become public charges. 


If you are interested in this matter or know of 
others who might be call it to their attention. And, 
write for specific information to Dr. Vernon S. 
Broyles, 607 Peachtree Street, N.E., oa 


BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 
Old And New Testaments 
By Geerhardus Vos 
Price $5.00 


This work represents the ripe fruit of a life- 
time of sacrificed and erudite labor. Dr. Vos 
was for 40 years a member of the faculty of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, where he 
held the chair of Biblical Theology. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE 
LOW EXPENSES 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 


FOUR YEAR COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
CONTROLLED BY THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT ASSOCIATION 


ONE OR TWO YEAR 
SECRETARIAL COURSES 


MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
(Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools) 


Located in “The Land of the Sky”” — Western North Carolina 
J. Rupert McGregor, President — Mosntreat, N. C. 


HIGH SCHOLARSHIP GOALS 
WORK SCHOLARSHIPS 


What The Northern 
Presbyterian Church Did To 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen 


("Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson . 


This is the fifth in the series of articles by Chalmers W. Alexander under the heading, 
This is an informative new series of articles written by one of the 


nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” 


. Mississippi 


“Exploring Ave- 


most able laymen in the Southern Presbyterian Church. We still have copies of the first four articles 
in the series. The whole series of ten articles can still be yours for yourself or friends by sending in your 
subscription at once and asking that it be started with the July fifteenth issue. We are offering a special 
five-months’ subscription covering all these articles at a special rate in bundles of ten or more to one ad- 
dress at the rate of fifty cents per subscription. Send five dollars and get ten copies to one address for five 
months. Some Churches will want to order one hundred or more copies but let your order come in at once 


as the supply of the July fifteenth issue is limited. —H.B.D. 


In 1936 Dr. J. Gresham Machen (pronounced 
‘‘may chin’’) was kicked out of the ministry of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. 


On January 1, 1937 Dr. Machen died of lobar 
pneumonia, after an illness of only four days, in 
Bismark, North Dakota, while on a preaching tour 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. At the time of his death 
he was no longer a minister in, or a member of, the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Machen was fifty-five years old, and at the 
height of his intellectual powers, when he died. He 
had never married, and he left an estate estimated 
at $175,000.00. 


What H. L. Mencken Said 


Dr. Machen’s sudden death evoked comments by 
newspaper and church paper commentators all over 
America, and from Christians and non-Christians 
alike. 


What Dr. Machen had fought for, and what his 
opponents had been doing in recent years in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church which had aroused 
his opposition, were very clearly summarized, 
strange to say, by H. L. Mencken. H. L. Mencken 
has never professed to be a Christian, and no one 
has ever accused him of being very reverent in 
matters of religion. But no one can deny that he 
has a keen, incisive mind, and that he is one of 
America’s best known critics. Writing in the Jan- 
uary 18, 1937 issue of the Baltimore Evening Sun, 
of which he himself was at one time the Editor, he 


remarked (the emphasis in the quotation is added): 


“The Rev. J. Gresham Machen, D.D., who died 
out in North Dakota on New Year’s Day, got, on 
the whole, a bad press while he lived, and even his 
obituaries did much less than justice to him. To 
newspaper reporters, as to other antinomians (those 
not binding themselves by any moral law), a combat 
between Christians over a matter of Dogma (or 
doctrine) is essentially a comic affair, and in con- 
sequence Dr. Machen’s heroic struggles to save 
Calvinism in the Republic were usually depicted in 
ribald, or, at all events, in somewhat skeptical 
terms ... But he was actually a man of great 
learning and what is more, of sharp intelligence 

. . He saw clearly that the only effects that could 
follow diluting and polluting Christianity in the 
modernist manner would be its complete abandon- 
ment and ruin. Either it was true or it was not 
true. If, as he believed, it was true, then there 
could be no compromise with persons who sought 
to whittle away its essential postulates, however 
respectable their motives. 


“Thus he fell out with the reformers who have 
been trying, in late years, to convert the Presby- 
terian Church into a kind of literary and social 
club, devoted vaguely to good works ... His one 


and only purpose was to hold it resolutely to what 
he conceived to be the true faith. When that enter- 
prise met with opposition he fought vigorously, 
and though he lost in the end and was forced out of 
Princeton it must be manifest that he marched off 
to Philadelphia with all the honors of war. 
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“My interest in Dr. Machen while he lived, 
‘hough it was large, was not personal, for I never 
yad the honor of meeting him... Though I could 
not yield to his reasoning I could at least admire, 
and did greatly admire, his remarkable clarity and 
cogency as an apologist, allowing him his primary 
assumptions. 


“These assumptions were also made, at least in 
theory, by his opponents, and thereby he had them 
by the ear. Claiming to be Christians as he was, 
and of Calvinish persuasion, they endeavored fat- 
uously to get rid of all the inescapable implications 
of their position. On the one hand they sought to 
retain membership in the fellowship of the faithful, 
but on the other hand they presumed to repeal and 
re-enact with amendments the body of doctrine on 
which the fellowship rested. In particular, they 
essayed to overhaul the scriptural authority which 
lay at the bottom of the whole matter, retaining 
what coincided with their private notions and re- 
jecting whatever upset them. 


“Upon this contumacy Dr. Machen fell with loud 
shouts of alarm. He denied absolutely that anyone 
had a right to revise and sophisticate Holy Writ. 
Either it was the Word of God or it was not the 
Word of God, and if it was, then it was equally 
authoritative in all its details, and had to be ac- 
cepted or rejected as a whole. Anyone was free to 
reject it, but no one was free to mutilate it or to 
read things into it that were not there. Thus the 
issue with the Modernists was clearly joined, and 
Dr. Machen argued them quite out of court, and 
sent them scurrying back to their literary and 
sociological ‘Kaffee-klatsche’ (Coffee-and-chatter 
gatherings) .. . 


“It is my belief, as a friendly neutral in all such 
high and ghostly matters, that the body of doctrine 
known as Modernism is completely incompatible, 
not only with anything rationally describable as 
Christianity, but also with anything deserving to 
pass as religion in general. Religion, if it is to retain 
any genuine significance, can never be reduced to 
a series of sweet attitudes, possible to anyone not 
actually in jail for felony. It is, on the contrary, a 
corpus of powerful and profound convictions, many 
of them not open to logical analysis. Its inherent 
‘mprobabilities are not sources of weakness to it, 
but of strength. It is potent in a man in proportion 
as he is willing to reject all overt evidences, and 
accept its fundamef€al postulates, however un- 
provable they- may be by secular means, as massive 
and incontrovertible facts. 


“These postulates, at least in the Western world, 
have been challenged in recent years on many 
grounds, and in consequence there has been a con- 
siderable decline in religious belief. There was a 
time, two or three centuries ago, when the over- 
whelming majority of educated men were believers, 
but that is apparently true no longer. Indeed, it is 
my impression that at least two-thirds of them are 
now frank skeptics. But it is one thing to reject 
religion altogether, and quite another thing to try 
to save it by pumping out of it all its essential 
substance, leaving it in the equivocal position of a 
sort of pseudo-science, comparable to graphology, 
‘education,’ or osteopathy. 


“That, it seems to me, is what the Modernists 
have done, no doubt with the best intentions in the 
world, They have tried to get rid of all the logical 
difficulties of religion, and yet preserve a generally 
pious cast of mind. It is a vain enterprise. What 


they have left, once they have achieved their 
imprudent scavenging, is hardly more than a row of 
hollow platitudes, as empty of psychological force 
and effect as so many nursery rhymes. They may 
be good people, and they may even be contented 
and happy, but they are no more religious than Dr. 
Einstein. Religion is something else again — in 
Henrik Ibsen’s phrase, something far more deep- 
down-diving and mud-upbringing. Dr. Machen tried 
to impress that obvious fact upon his fellow ad- 
herents of the Geneva Mohammed. He failed— 
but he was undoubtedly right.” 


Dr. Machen Had Voluntarily 
Left Princeton Theological 
Seminary 


When Princeton Theological Seminary was re- 
organized in 1929, Dr. Machen had resigned his 
position on its faculty as a vigorous protest against 
the reorganization. Other members of the faculty 
who similarly had resigned were Dr. Robert Dick 
Wilson, Ph.D., probably the world’s greatest Old 
Testament scholar at that time, and Dr. Oswald T. 
Allis, Ph.D., who is one of America’s most out- 
standing Old Testament scholars today, and Dr. 
Cornelius Van Til, Ph.D., who is now recognized 
as one of the country’s leading Professors of 
Apologetics. 


These four unusually great professors, together 
with other Christians of like mind, then proceeded 
to found Westminster Theological Seminary, at 
Philadelphia, in the autumn of 1929. They did this 
because they were firmly convinced that the re- 
organization of Princeton Theological Seminary 
would result in changes being made in its hitherto 
consistently and thoroughly orthodox position in 
theology. 


And, it might be added, since its reorganization 
in 1929, signers of the heretical Auburn Affirma- 
tion have served on the Board of Trustees of 
Princeton Theological Seminary and one Auburn 
Affirmationist has taught there as visiting Profes- 
sor of Homiletics. And in addition, such men as Dr. 
Emil Brunner, who specifically rejects belief in the 
virgin birth of Christ and who does not believe in 
the full inspiration of the Holy Bible but who 
nevertheless taught as Professor of Systematic 
Theology in the Seminary during the school year 
1938-39, have also taught there. 


Dr. Machen’‘s Background 


Dr. Machen was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
July 28, 1881. He was from a Southern Presby- 
terian family. His father and brother were distin- 
guished lawyers, and both were Southern Presby- 
terian elders. Judge Gresham, his grandfather, was 
for many years one of the leading citizens of 
Macon, Ga., and in addition to being an elder 
in the First Presbyterian Church there he also 
contributed heavily to the Tattnall Square Presby- 
terian Church of that city. 


Dr. Machen received his A.B. degree from Johns 
Hopkins University, and after one more year in 
that institution, as a graduate student in Greek 
(under B. L. Gildersleeve), he received his M.A. 
from Princeton University and his B.D. from 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Then he studied 
abroad for a year, in the Universities of Marburg 
and Goettingen, both in Germany. 


In 1906 he joined the faculty of Princeton 
Theological Seminary and, except for an interval 
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of some fourteen months during which he was en- 
gaged in Y.M.C.A. work in France and Belgium in 
World War I, he continued to teach New Testament 
in that Seminary until its reorganization in 1929. 
From 1929 until his death, Dr. Machen was Profes- 
sor of New Testament at Westminister Theological 
Seminary. 


Dr. Machen was the James Sprunt Lecturer at 
our Union Theological Seminary, at Richmond, in 
1921, and he was the Thomas Smyth Lecturer at 
our Columbia Theological Seminary, at Decatur, 
in 1927. 


Dr. Machen As A Man 


As H. L. Mencken stated, Dr. Machen got, on the 
whole, a bad press while he lived. This was because, 
to a very large extent, he was much spoken against 
by those whom he had opposed in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. As one of the church papers 
in that denomination once remarked: ‘‘We have no 
hesitation in saying that for the most part he was 
a victim of grave as well as wide-spread abuse and 
misrepresentation.”’ 


What kind of man was Dr. Machen? What was he 
like personally? 


From various news items and comments written 
at the time of his death a true picture of Dr. 
Machen emerges. 


For instance, the Boston Evening Transcript re- 
marked: ‘“‘Newspaper readers and the uninformed 
opponents of Dr. Machen within his own household 
have fashioned in their minds a characterization of 
the man which is in fact a caricature. J. Gresham 
Machen was a gentleman. That is the word. Born 
of an excellent family of the South, in Baltimore, 
Machen was a Christian after the Presbyterian 
order. And that means living, doctrinal, cultured 
and spiritual faith.”’ 


The Editor of Christianity Today, one of the 
sound church papers in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, said: “In the death of J. Gresham Machen 
the Christian religion has lost one of its ablest and 
finest representatives. Of all those with whom we 
have been privileged to associate, he was the most 
like what we conceive Paul (apart from special 
supernatural equipment) to have been. In him 
breadth and power of thought were combined with 
simplicity of faith, humility of spirit, great courage 
and unlimited readiness to spend and be spent in 
the service of his Lord.”’ 


Across the Atlantic, in The British Weekly, the 
following statement appeared: “‘The death, at the 
age of fifty-five, of Dr. Machen will have been 
sincerely lamented by all the churches of the 
United States. Dr. Machen was a strong and 
resolute man, who from the beginning of his 
theological career at Princeton took an unyielding 
attitude to all that goes by the name of Modernism. 
It sometimes seemed to ourselves that Dr. Machen’s 
attitude was made all the harder by the falling 
away from him of former friends. We had the 
privilege of something deeper than a casual ac- 
quaintance with Dr. Machen. We have met few 
men of his rank and scholarship who have so im- 
pressed us with a grave, deep sense of God. Nothing 
of the kind is more memorable in our experience 
than the lectures on ‘Galatians’ which we heard 
from him in Grove City. He was for those with 
= he could be at ease one of the most charming 
of men.’ 


The Editor of The Banner, of the Christian Re- 
formed Church, wrote: “The cause of orthodoxy 
has lost its most prominent champion in our 
country, the church of Christ a truly great re- 
former, the Presbyterian Church of America its 
foremost member and leader, the students of West- 
minister Seminary a beloved teacher ... We knew 
him to be, not the pugnacious individual which his 
enemies imagined or pretended he was, but a most 
gentle and gracious Christian, a man with a tender 
and loving heart.’ 


Dr. Maitland Alexander, a former Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church and, until its reorganization in 1929, the 
President of the Board of Directors of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, stated: “‘Then Dr. Machen 
was a humble Christian. I do not know any man 
that I have ever known that was as truly humble 
before his God as he was. He was a man of 
principle; of course he was a man of intense Bible 
study. He was a man who gave his heart wholly 
and unreservedly to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


And, it is indeed strange to relate, Dr. William 
P. Merrill, of New York City, one of the Northern 
Presbyterian ministers who signed the heretica! 
Auburn Affirmation, and who was a member of the 
“Commission of Appraisal’’ which in 1932 issued 
that un-Christian book entitled ‘“‘Re-Thinking Mis- 
sions” (which will be mentioned later in this 
article), wrote in the Modernist church paper, The 
Presbyterian Tribune: ‘“‘In a very true sense he 
gave his life for what he believed. In an age when 
such firmness is far too rare, when goodwill and 
tolerance too easily slip into indifference, all rea! 
lovers of truth and rights should feel above all a 
very real respect for so sturdy a soul. While others, 
who shared his convictions, temporized and com. 
promised when the crucial test came, he held firm 
and paid the price; and we honor him as a stead- 
fast example of faithfulness even unto death.” 


In the summer of 1933 Dr. Machen was once 
a dinner guest in my house in Jackson, Mississippi. 
He was one of the most charming and delightfu! 
Christian gentlemen with whom it was ever my 
privilege to be associated. 


Dr. Machen As A Scholar 


At the time of his death in 1937, Dr. Machen was 
probably the greatest New Testament scholar in 
the entire world. 


Dr. Clarence E. Macartney, a former Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, and the nationally-known Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh. 
stated: “‘He was the greatest theologian and de- 
fender of the Christian faith that the church of ou: 
day has produced. More than any other man of ou! 
generation, Dr. Machen tore mask from the face 
of unbelief which parades under the name of 
Modernism in the Christian Church .. . Like Pau! 
he kept the faith delivered unto the saints, and like 
Paul’s noble companion, Barnabas, ‘He was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost.’ » 


Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge, Ph.D., Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Princeton Theologica! 
Seminary for many years, and a distinguished 
member of the famed Hodge family, remarked: “! 
not only loved him as a personal friend, but I re- 
garded him as the greatest theologian in the 


English-speaking world. The whole cause of evan- 
gelical Christianity has lost its greatest leader.” 
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In speaking of Dr. Machen as a seholar, Dr. 
Maitland Alexander stated: “I do not hesitate to 
say that he was the world’s greatest New Testa- 
ment scholar, and those who attempted to answer 
him were thrown back like waves that beat against 
an eternal rock. He was the greatest champion of 
the Reformed Faith (or Calvinism) of the world... 
Here was a man who was the greatest of all in his 
life, and in his death generated a power that will 
almost pull down the adversaries of the Son of God 
and exalt Him and His Cross high above all things, 
that men will return from the uttermost end of the 
earth to be sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sins of the world.”’ 


Dr. R. A. Meek, formerly Editor of the New 
Orleans Christian Advocate, and of The Southern 
Methodist, said: “I regarded him, in point of 
scholarship, force of personality, and effective 
service, as the first Protestant minister in the 
nation; and in his lamented decease I feel that the 
cause of evangelical Christianity in this country 
has lost its ablest exponent and defender.” 


The late Dr. J. B. Hutton, long the Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi, and 
one of the ablest thinkers of his generation in the 
entire South, stated: “The immorality of the truths 
of which Dr. Machen was in his day the truest, 
ablest, and most uncompromising defender and ex- 
emplar will attach to him. While these truths live 
his name cannot die.”’ 


In the Boston Evening Transcript, Albert C. 
Dieffenback wrote: “J. Gresham Machen will be 
honored wherever men understand his character 
and his mission. Those who disagreed with him 
knew his power ... No other man equalled Dr. 
Machen in recognized command of the situation. 
That his passing brings into relief the lack of 
success of the great religious adventure only 
slightly dims the significance of the fundamental 
cnaracter of the issue. There has not been and 
‘here will not be a surrender by the conservative 
Presbyterians Out of the historie issue of 
fundamentalism, which began about 1920 in the 
Northern Baptist Churches but continued unabated 
among a minority in the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., that is, the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, he emerges in death as the theologian and 
crusader, as learned and valient a spiritual warrior 
as the Protestant church has produced in modern 
times,” 


And, in speaking of Dr. Machen as a scholar, 
The Presbyterian Guardian remarked: “Union 
Theological Seminary of New York City is known 
as one of the leading modernist institutions in the 
United States. On four different oceasions Dr. 
Machen was invited to address its undergraduates 
on historic Christianity because that seminary re- 
garded him as the leading exponent of that view- 
point in America. He accepted those invitations so 
that he might bear testimony to the gospel with 
the hope that some student might see the truth.” 


Dr. Machen As An Author 


Not only was Dr. Machen known as a great 
theologian and scholar, but he was also widely ac- 
claimed both in America and in Europe because of 
the books which he wrote. 


He was the author of The Origin of Paul's Re- 
ligion (1921), Christianity And Liberalism (1923), 
New Testament Greek for Beginners (1923), What 
Is Faith? (1925), The Virgin Birth of Christ 
(1930), The Christian Faith in the Modern World 
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(1936), The Christian View of Man (1937), God 
Transcendent (1949), and numerous articles in 
periodicals. 


His books won the very highest praise from 
Christians and from non-Christians alike. For 
instance, Walter Lippmann, the Harvard educated 
news columnist, who is not a professing Christian 
but who is acclaimed as one of America’s ablest 
commentators and critics, said of one of Dr. 
Machen’s volumes: “There is also a reasoned case 
against the Modernists. Fortunately, this case has 
been stated in a little book called Christianity and 
Liberalism by a man who is both a scholar and a 
gentleman. The author is Professor J. Gresham 
Machen of the Princeton Theological Seminary. It 
is an admirable book. For its acumen, for its 
saliency, and for its wit this cool and stringent 
defense of orthodox Protestantism is, I think, the 
best popular argument produced by either side in 
the current controversy. We shall do well to listen 
to Dr. Machen.” 


And The Presbyterian Guardian remarked in 1937 
of Dr. Machen as an author: “Some years ago Dr. 
Kirsopp Lake, a noted liberal theologian, now pro- 
fessor of history at Harvard University, was asked 
to recommend a book on Paul the Apostle from the 
historic Christian viewpoint. He replied that The 
Origin of Paul’s Religion, by J. Gresham Machen, 
was the best. Dr. Adolph Deissmann, one-time 
professor of New Testament at Berlin University, 
as far back as ten years ago was using Dr. Machen’s 
Pamphlet on the Virgin Birth and referring to it as 
authoritative on the subject. This was before the 
publication of Dr. Machen’s monumental work on 
the Virgin Birth of Christ.” 


“The Virgin Birth Of Christ” 


Of all of the books which Dr. Machen wrote, 
probably The Virgin Birth of Christ is his greatest; 
and it is probably the greatest volume on that 
subject which has yet been written. Its publication 
caused immediate and wide-spread comment. 


For instance, in speaking of this monumental 
volume, the London Times (England) said: “Pro- 
fessor Machen’s work is elaborate, learned, and 
full. The writer possesses an acute mind and a 
competent knowledge of modern critical literature.” 


The Glasgow Evening Citizen (Scotland) stated: 
‘In the literature of Biblical Criticism no greater 
book has been written for some time.” 


The Church Quarterly Review (London, England) 
observed: “‘We hazard the conjecture that Dr. 
Machen’s contribution may well mark a turning 
point in the whole discussion, and for some years 
to come will exercise a steadying influence in help- 
ing many to retain their belief in the Virgin Birth 
in spite of all that can be said against it from the 
point of view of liberal criticism.” 


The Edinburgh Expository Times (Scotland) 
said: ‘“‘Whatever we may think of Dr. Machen’s 
doctrinal standpoint, we cannot but be impressed 
by his learning and ability... ’ 


Ferd. Kattenbusch, a noted liberal theologian, in 
a twenty-page article commenting on Dr. Machen’s 
volume in Theologische Studien und Kritiken (Ger- 
many), remarked: “It is no doubt the most exten- 
sive book on the subject that has hitherto appeared, 
an impressive volume. But it is——this testimony I 
must render to it—also so earnest, so circumspect, 
so intelligent in its discussions, that it must be 


49 

| 
© 
y 
| 
e 
Ts 
- 
is 
e) 
of 
an” 
ne 
n 
en 
n 
le 
le 
ly 
rn 
a! 
he 
ed 
is- 
he 
he 
el 
id 
rs 
n 
d 
p 
r| 
le 
ul 
ul 
of 
re- 
he 
n- 


Page 10 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Sept. 15, 1949 


recognized unqualifiedly as an important achieve- 
ment.” 


Maurice Goguel, in Revue d’Histoire et de Philo- 
sophie Religieuses (France), wrote: ‘“‘He knows al] 
the theories which have been proposed concerning 
the birth of Jesus, and by the very precise refer- 
ences which his book contains he will render the 
greatest service to all those who may take up the 
study of the subject even if they do so from a 
point of view different from his.”’ 


The British Weekly (England) observed: “Pro- 
fessor Machen has written a book on the Virgin 
Birth which is certain to gain the attention of all, 
friends or foes, who have an interest in this per- 
plexing subject. His work is genuinely learned; it 
displays a thorough mastery of relevant literature, 
even when rather out of the way, and it is sur- 
rounded by a wider zone of scholarship than dis- 
cussion of this special subject might seem to re- 
quire, but one which testifies the more to the 
writer’s extreme carefulness.”’ 


The Christian Century, one of the noted Modern- 
ist religious papers in America, stated: “The author 
has thought all around his subject and has left no 
phase unconsidered. His earlier published studies 
show that he has been thinking about it for a 
quarter of a century. I am not aware of any im- 
portant literature on either side of the subject that 
he has overlooked, unless it be the more recent 
work on Quirinius and the census. But that problem 
plays a small part in his discussions anyhow.” 


And The New York Herald Tribune remarked: 
‘“‘Whatever one’s opinion may be concerning the 
great problem of which he writes here, it is the 
first duty of a reviewer to say that his book is in 
a high degree creditable to the reputation of 
America in theological learning, and is an achieve- 
ment that gives its author a distinguished standing 
among New Testament scholars everywhere.” 


-Why Was Dr. Machen Kicked 
Out Of The Ministry In The 
Northern Presbyterian Church? 


From all of these comments regarding Dr. 
Machen as a man, as a scholar, and as an author, 
it is easy to see that he was one of the greatest 
figures that Presbyterianism in America has yet 
produced. 

Possessed of massive learning, and of a clear 
and profound and powerful mind which the liberal 
Christian Century termed 

“Skilled to divide 
A hair ’twixt south and southwest side,” 
Dr. Machen believed in the full inspiration of the 
Holy Bible. And he championed all of the great 
doctrines of the Christian Faith as they are sum- 
marized in the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. 


Nevertheless, Dr. Machen was kicked out of the 
ministry of the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
Now none of the signers of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion were ever dismissed from the ministry of that 
denomination; in fact, many of them were honored 
by being placed on prominent Standing Committees 
of the General Assembly of that church, and by 
being put on the faculties and boards of trustees 
of some of its theological seminaries. And some of 
them were even elected to serve as Moderator of 
the General Assembly of that denomination. 


But Dr. Machen, on the other hand, was placed 
on trial by the Presbytery of New Brunswick. He 
was found guilty as charged. On appeal to the 
Synod of New Jersey, and later to the General 
Assembly of the Northern Presbyterian Church, 
the judgment of the Presbytery of New Brunswick 
was affirmed. 


And thus, in 1936, Dr. Machen was dismissed 
from the ministry of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church! 


Now why was Dr. Machen kicked out? 
(Continued in the next issue) 


Twenty Clear-Sighted And Deep 


Heart Sermons 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


“(Sood Transcendent And 


Other Sermons” 

By J. Gresham Machen 
Published By William B. Eerdman’s Co. 
Grand Rapids ... Michigan 
Price $2.50 
This Book May Be Secured From 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


“When I use a word,’ Humpty Dumpty said, 
“ . . It means just what I choose it to mean— 
neither more nor less.” 


“The question is,”’ said Alice, “whether you can 
make words mean different things.” 


“The question is,” said Humpty Dumpty, “which 
is to be master, that’s all.” 


As we review books we are impressed that not 
many people are as orderly in using words as 
Humpty Dumpty. Words should be our servants 
and firmly disciplined. We should strive to mean 
what we say and say what we mean. We should 
avoid all ambiguities as far as possible. We should 
study precision in the use of words. I submit that 
the author of this volume under review is a perfect 
model in this respect. Words march to his command 
like a regiment of highly trained soldiers. In the 
handling of words Dr. Machen is never careless, 
never clumsy, never exaggerated, and never dull. 
To read his writings presented in such grand style 
is an exhilarating experience. The music and 
cadences of his phrases linger with us like the 
melody of a favorite song. ie 


Bible-believing Christians will find common 
ground with the author of these twenty messages. 
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Each message is consolidated and should be read 
with deliberation. Such a book of concentrated 
thought dealing with the quintessentials of Chris- 
tianity should be read more than once. 


This book deals largely with a defense of the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. As we 
read these pages we observe a Christian doing for 
the Christian faith in the twentieth century what 
St. Athanasius did for it in the fourth century. 
As a matter of fact, in a number of ways Machen 
reminds us of the great Alexandrian. Both were 
abused and penalized by those who hold high places 
in the Church but at the same time hold to a con- 


ception of Christ that robs Him of His Divine glory.. 


We venture to predict that there will be another 
similarity as time passes. It is our convetion that 
time will justify Machen just as it has justified 
St. Athanasius. A penetrating writer of the last 
century said that God used Athanasius as “a princi- 
pal instrument by which the sacred truths of 
Christianity have been conveyed and secured to 
the world.”’ And even Thomas Carlyle, who certain- 
ly was not an orthodox Christian, has written, “If 
Arianism had won, Christianity would have 
dwindled into a legend.” 

In each of these sermons Machen magnifies the 
Word of God. He distrusts the reason of fallen man 
as a guide in things of the soul. He has little con- 
fidence in what is sometimes called “the inner 
light,”’ believing with T. R. Glover that “the inner 
light might easily lead to the outer darkness.’’ The 
certainty of salvation, insists Dr. Machen, is 
grounded upon the Word of God. His interpreta- 
tion of the Bible is at all times from the Reformed 
point of view. Like the great Puritans he empha- 
sizes in these pages the need for a pure Church. 


This volume is edited by Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse, 
Dr. Machen’s successor in the chair of New Testa- 
ment in Westminster Theological Seminary. Dr. 
Stonehouse also has written the introduction to it. 
He quotes Dr. Casper Wister Hodge of Princeton 
Theological Seminary as saying at the time of Dr. 
Machen’s passing on January 1, 1937, “Dr. Machen 
is the greatest theologian in the English-speaking 
world and the greatest leader of the whole cause of 
evangelical Christianity.”’ At the same time Dr. R. 
A. Meek, prominent Southern Methodist leader, 
held him as “first Protestant minister in the nation 
and the ablest exponent and defender of evangelical 
Christianity.”’ 

Dr. Stonehouse reminds us that, although Dr. 
Machen’s reputation was established upon his 
trenchant scholarship, his literary productions, 
masterful as they are, do not tell the whole story. 
He observes, “‘Although Dr. Machen was a scholar 
and teacher of the highest rank and had few equals 
in giving perspicuous literary expression to the 
results of meticulous research, he was far more 
than a master in the academic sphere. As a preacher 
and speaker on conference platforms his services 
were in constant demand. Moreover, he was fre- 
quently in the public eye because of his timely and 
vigorous utterances on the issues of the day... It 
is these wider and somewhat more popular aspects 
of Machen’s career that are brought especially to 
view in this collection of sermons and addresses. 
Moreover, this volume serves the purpose of mak- 
ing available to the reading public a considerable 
body of materials which otherwise would not be 
generally accessible.’’ Dr. Stonehouse also points 
out that the twenty sermons presented in this 
volume with a few notable exceptions were not 
prepared for publication by Dr. Machen, but they 
were prepared to be preached. And they were 
preached, most of them, time and again, 


The chronology of these sermons given by Dr. 
Stonehouse adds to the interest of the volume. The 
first eight sermons, though preached on many 
occasions, were delivered during 1923-1924 while 
Dr. Machen served as Stated Supply in First Pres- 
byterian Church at Princeton. Sermons IX and X 
belong to the same period, although specific 
evidence is lacking that they were preached in the 
Princeton series. 


The remaining sermons, XI-XX, were preached 
for special occasions. “The Gospel and Modern 
Substitutes’’ was an address delivered before the 
state convention of the Y.M.C.A. held in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. The three following sermons were 
first delivered in Miller Chapel in Princeton in 
fulfillment of the responsibility devolving upon the 
professors to preach to the students once a year. 
The sermon, “False Prophets and True,” was 
published in Best Sermons 1926, edited by Joseph 
Fort Newton. “The Good Fight of Faith’ (XIV) 
was preached on March 10, 1929, and was the last 
sermon delivered at Princeton, for it was in that 
year that Dr. Machen resigned his position there. 
“Constraining Love” (XV) was delivered at the 
Second General Assembly of the Orthodox Presby- 
terian Church on November 12, 1936. The final five 
sermons were given as radio addresses. The last 
sermon, on the subject “The Active Obedience of 
Christ,”” was the last sermon Dr. Machen preached. 


God Transcendent 

‘God Transcendent,” the first sermon in the 
volume, stresses the idea that the central work of 
the Bible does not depend on its literary form but 
because it records facts. “It is valuable primarily 
because it records the facts about God, about the 
lost condition of man, and about the mighiy 
Divine act — prepared in all the long dealings of 
God with His people in Old Testament times — 
which took place outside the walls of Jerusalem 
1900 years ago when the guilt of sin was washed 
away and a new face, for believers, was put upon 
the world . .. The Christian religion is no mere 
form of mysticism but is founded upon a body of 
facts; the facts are recorded in the Bible; and if 
the supposed facts were not at all, then Chris- 
tianity and the Bible would certainly sink into a 
common ruin.”” Dr. Machen declared that all men 
with Isaiah should stand in awe before the trans- 
cendance of God. To put it in his own words, 
“There is the God of mystery before whom men 
might well stand forever in silent fear. But that 
mighty Ruler of the world to the prophet was also 
the covenant God of Israel; He was a God who had 
loved His people and whom His people could love— 
This goes far beyond all natural religion; in all the 
realm of nature there is a little hint of this; this 
is revelation and revelation alone.” 


Isaiah's Scorn Of Idolatry 


In ‘“‘Isaiah’s Scorn of Idolatry” we see the New 
Testament scholar in the Old Testament. In pene- 
trating fashion Dr. Machen points out, “Idolatry 
is denounced because of devotion to the living God. 
The great underlying question of this chapter (44) 
is the question whether we shall worship a god of 
our own making or the God by whom we have been 
made. The question is very much alive today. We 
have not idolatry in the narrowest sense, but of 
making of gods there is no end. Turning from the 


living and true God, like Israel of old, we have 
preferred a God who will be content to serve our 
ends ... Religion, men say, is a useful thing; it 


must be promo ced in the interest of the state or in 
the interest of the community; God is the servant 
of man. Instead of seeking God first testing our 
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plans by His revealed will we make our plans first 
and drag God in to help us carry them out.’”’ Dr. 
Machen believes that men of our generation are 
following the will-o’-the wisp of a practical religion 
which shall somehow be independent of facts. He 
tells us, “They are trying to produce a decent, 
moral life in this world while denying the basis 
of morality in the being of God. They have em- 
barked on a vain search for an authority which is 
merely man-made and can therefore never com- 
mand the reverence of man... Of the useful, non- 
existent practical god of modern times also it may 
be said: ‘The workmen made it; therefore it is not 


god.’ ” 
The Fear Of God 


One of the most timely of these messages is on 
“The Fear of God.” This sermon demonstrates the 
utter falsity of the picture of Jesus which has been 
constructed in recent years. Dr. Machen observes: 
“There are those who tell us that fear ought to be 
banished from religion; we ought, it is said, no 
more to hold before men’s eyes the fear of hell; 
fear, it is said, is an ignoble thing.’’ With devast- 
ating indignation for such a distortion of the truth 
Dr. Machen cries out, “Those who speak in this 
way certainly have no right to appeal to Jesus; for 
Jesus certainly did employ, and insistently, the 
motive of fear. If you eschew altogether that motive 
in religion, you are in striking contradiction to 
Jesus. Here, as at many other points, a choice 
must be made between the real Jesus and much 
that falsely bears His name today. But which is 
right? Is Jesus right, or those right who put out of 
their minds the fear of hell? Is fear altogether an 
ignoble thing? Is a man necessarily degraded by 
being afraid? I think, my friends, that it depends 
altogether upon that of which one is afraid... 
Fear of God is here made a way of overcoming the 
fear of man. And the heroic centuries of Christian 
history have provided abundant testimony to its 
efficaciousness. With the fear of God before their 
eyes, the heroes of the faith have boldly stood 
before kings and governors.and said ‘Here I stand, 
I cannot do otherwise, God help me, Amen.’ It is 
certainly an ignoble thing to be afraid of bonds and 
death at the hands of men; it is certainly an ignoble 
thing to fear those who use power to suppress the 
right ... It is pitiable cowardice to try to overcome 
fear by ignoring facts. We do not become masters 
of our fate by saying that we are. And such 
blatancy of pride, futile as it is, is not even noble 
in its futility. It would be noble to rebel against a 
capricious tyrant, but it is not noble to rebel 
against the moral law of God.”’ 


Sin’s Wages And God's Gifts 


The fourth sermon in this volume urges preachers 
to preach more on the subject of hell. He counsels 
us, ‘“‘We preachers do not preach hell enough, and 
we do not say enough about sin. We talk about the 
gospel and wonder why people are not interested 
in what we say. Of course they are not interested. 
No man is interested in a piece of good news unless 
he has the consciousness of needing it; no man is 
interested in an offer of salvation unless he knows 
that there is something from which he needs to be 
saved. It is quite useless to ask a man to adopt 
the Christian view of the gospel unless he first has 
the Christian view of sin.’’ All of us who stand in 
the pulpit to represent Christ week by week should 
ponder honestly these searching words. 


The Issue In The Church 


The sermon on “The Issue in the Church” should 
be read by every Christian preacher and layman in 
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America. Here Dr. Machen comes to grips with the 
trouble in the modern church. Dr. Machen makes it 
clear that there is an inexcusable intolerance to- 
ward the gospel of Christ and that while men may 
insist on tolerance they are intolerant toward the 
real gospel. In his own phrasing: “The prevailing 
attitude toward evangelical Christianity may be 
necessary in order to avoid trouble; it may be safe 
and prudent: but tolerant, at any rate, it certainly 
is not ... Tolerance was a great achievement for 
our forefathers. But now, apparently, in America, 
it is being given up.”’ 


Before the gospel of Christ can advance in our 
day Dr. Machen is of the opinion that we need not 
only a tolerant atmosphere in which it may be pre- 
sented but also plain old-fashioned honesty of 
speech. On this point he says: “That condition in 
certain religious circles is largely absent today. Tra- 
ditional terminology is constantly being used in a 
double sense. Plain people in the Church are being 
told, for example, that this preacher or that believes 
that Jesus is God. They go away much impressed; 
the preacher, they say, believes in the deity of 
Christ; what more could be desired? What is not 
being told them is that the word ‘God’ is being used 
in a pantheizing or Ritschlian sense, so that the 
assertion, ‘Jesus is God,’ is not the most Christian, 
but the least Christian that the modernist preacher 
says. The modernist preacher affirms the deity of 
Jesus not because he thinks high of Jesus but be- 
cause he thinks desperately low of God. Formerly 
when men had brought to their attention perfectly 
plain documents like the Apostles’ Creed or the 
Westminster Confession or the New Testament, 
they either accepted them or else denied them. Now 
they no longer deny, but merely ‘interpret.’ Every 
generation, it is said, must interpret the Bible or 
the creed in its own way. But | sometimes wonder 
just how far this business of interpretation will 
go ... In view of this modern art of ‘interpreta- 
tion,” one may almost wonder whether the lofty 
human gift of speech has not become entirely use- 
less. If everything that I say can be ‘interpreted’ to 
mean its exact opposite, what is the use of saying 
anything at all? I do not know when the great re- 
vival of religion will come. But one thing is per- 
fectly clear. When it does come, the whole elab- 
orate art of ‘interpretation’ will be brushed aside, 
and there will be a return, as there was at the Re- 
formation of the sixteenth century, to plain com- 
mon sense and common honesty.”’ 


Such “interpreters’’ Dr. Machen believes to be 
heretics either judged by the standards of a formal 
creed to which they have subscribed or the time- 
honored views of Christian faith and practice to 
which they are assumed, quite justly to be in agree- 
ment. Another keen observation that he makes is: 
“It must never be forgotten that in this issue in 
the Church we are dealing with purely voluntary 
organizations; and we are dealing (in the Presby- 
terian Church at least) with the requirements, not 
for the church membership, but for the holding of 
office. No man is required to enter the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church. If he is not in agreement 
with the faith for the propagation of which the 
Church (in accordance with its constitution) plain- 
ly exists, he can enter into some other organization 
of his own. And in doing so he will have the world 
very largely with him. There will be some obvious 
disadvantages, but they will be overbalanced by 
the advantage of honesty. The full personal respect, 
even of opponents, will be regained, and the whole 
discussion will be lifted to a loftier plane.” 
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The closing part of this message warns the 
Church against setting up false antitheses: “We 
ought not to say, as many are saying, that instead 
of controversy we favor prayer. As a matter of 
fact, what is needed is not prayer alone and not 
controversy alone, but prayer and controversy 
both—a controversy in which a Christian is im- 
pelled to engage when he rises from his knees. 
Indeed, in these days, true Christian prayer is quite 
impossible without bold witnessing for the truth. 
Never was it more abundantly plain that our Lord 
came not to bring peace, but a sword. It is quite 
useless to do what many are doing; it is quite use- 
less to read the thirteenth chapter of First Corin- 
thians, while, at the same time, in the face of oppo- 
sition we are ashamed of Christ. The plain fact is, 
disguised though it be by the traditional language, 
that two mutually exclusive religions are contend- 
ing for the control of the Church today. One is the 
great redemptive religion known as Christianity; 
the other is the naturalistic or agnostic Modernism, 
essentially the same, | suppose, as the religion of 
the Positivists or of Professor Ellwood, which is 
opposed, not at one point, but at every point, to 
the Christian faith. A separation between the two 
is the crying need of the hour; that separation 
alone can bring Christian unity.” 


In summation Dr. Machen declares: “Christian 
prayer and Christian piety, we believe, are based 
only upon faithfulness to the Christian message 
and to Him who is the substance of it. We are 
grieved, therefore, when those who in the councils 
of the Church have just (though we hope unwit- 
tingly) denied their Lord, think that they have 
made all well by reading the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians before the assembled Church. The 
apostle who wrote that chapter would have been 
surprised indeed to discover that Christian love is 
being set in opposition to ‘the truth of the gospel.’ 
Very different-is the deeper love that is only a re- 
rte of the love of God in the cross of Jesus 
Christ.” 


The Letter And The Spirit 


The text used for “The Letter and the Spirit’ is 
“The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.”’ By 
way of introduction, Dr. Machen says: “This is 
perhaps the most frequently misused utterance in 
the Bible. It is true, it has in this respect much 
competition. Many phrases in the New Testament 
are being used today ta mean almost their exact 
opposite, as for example when the words, ‘God in 
Christ,’ and the like, are made to be the expression 
of the vague pantheism so popular just now, or as 
when the entire gospel of redemption is regarded 
as a mere symbol of an optimistic view of man 
against which that doctrine was in reality a stu- 
pendous protest. One is reminded constantly at the 
present time of the way in which the Gnostics of 
the second century used Pauline texts to support 
their thoroughly un-Pauline systems. The histor- 
ical method of study, in America at least, is very 
generally being abandoned; and the New Testa- 
ment writers are being made to say anything that 
twentieth-century readers could have wished to 
say.” 


Dr. Machen’s exegesis of this passage shows that 
Paul is contrasting the Law of God with the Spirit 
of God. God’s Law brings eternal death because of 
sin. God’s Spirit shed abroad in the heart brings 
life. The thing that is written kills, but the Holy 
Spirit in the heart gives life. 
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The Brotherhood In Christ 


There has been a tremendous amount of con- 
fusion in the Church in regard to what is called 
“the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man.” Dr. Machen says that the reason is that 
there has been a misunderstanding of what the 
Christian religion teaches on the subject and the 
substitution of another idea for it. He asks, why is 
it that the ideal of universal human brotherhood 
that men have been seeking for is so far from rea- 
lization? His answer is that it may turn out that 
what men call the Christian idea of the brother- 
hood of man is not Christian at all. Speaking as a 
New Testament scholar, he writes: “I do not be- 
lieve that in the whole New Testament you will 
find the word ‘brother’ once used to designate the 
relation in which man stands to man as man; in the 
New Testament the word ‘brother’ is used to mean 
not ‘fellow-man’ but ‘fellow-Christian.’ ... We are 
sons of God not in our own right, but only because 
we are in Christ. Christ is the Son of God; if we 
are united to Him, if He is pur great representa- 
tive, we are sons of God in Him ... We are too 
much inclined to assume nowadays that men are 
already sons of God; we are too much inclined to 
assume that all is well with their souls. The conse- 
quence is that they are not apt to be much inter- 
ested in what we have to say. But the apostles were 
convinced of the desperate need of the world, of 
the dreadful separation between humanity and the 
righteous God. The gospel of Christ was the divine- 
ly appointed means by which men were to be 
brought in from the cold world of sin into the 
warmth and joy of God’s house. When men listened 
to the message of. Christ’s grace and received in 
faith the gift which it announced to them, then and 
then only did they become sons of God.” 


The Living Saviour 


On the brink of eternity our hope and trust 
must be in Christ. But what Christ? Dr. Machen 
would answer by saying One who was very God of 
very God. This answer is the only hope of our lives. 
It is the battleground of theologians. At this point 
Dr. Machen says: “The Church hurled anathemas 
at those who held that Christ, though great, was 
less than God. And rightly! That difference was no 
trifle. There is no such thing as ‘almost God.’ The 
thought is blasphemy. The next thing less than the 
infinite is infinitely less. If Christ be the greatest 
of finite creatures, then still our souls are restless, 
still we are seekers after God. But now is Christ, 
our Saviour, our Champion, the same who says, 
‘Thy sins are forgiven thee,’ revealed as very God. 
And we believe! It is the supreme venture of faith; 
faith can go no higher.” 


Justified By Faith 


It is difficult to preach a sermon on the subject, 
“Justified By Faith,” without following the beaten 
track. In this sermon, however, there is a note of 
freshness that is quite interesting. Dr. Machen be- 
lieves that the greatest question the human soul 
can ever raise is: “How shall I be right with God? 
How do I stand in God’s sight? With what favor 
does He look upon me?” Then he observes: “There 
are those, I admit, who never raise that question; 
there are those who are concerned with the ques- 
tion of their standing before men but never with 
the question of their standing before God; there 
are those who are interested in what ‘people say’ 
but not in the question what God says. Such men, 
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however, are not those who move the world: they 
are apt to go with the current; they are apt to do 
as others do; they are not the heroes who change 
the destinies of the race. The beginning of true 
nobility comes when a man ceases to be interested 
in the judgment of men and becomes interested in 
the judgment of God.” 


The Gospel And Modern 
Substitutes 


“Paul was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
but a good many people nowadays are ashamed of 
it.’ This is the introductory sentence to another 
great sermon. In this sermon Dr. Machen gives the 
essence of the Epistle to the Romans, then com- 
pares it with how different this letter would have 
been had it been produced by a modern leader of 
the Church. Then he comments: “Thus when the 
Epistle to the Romans is re-written in this modern, 
concessive, non-controversial, non-doctrinal fashion 
the actual Epistle to the Romans that we have here 
in our Bibles disappears from beginning to end.’’ 
This “‘tolerant’”’ epistle produced by the modern 
church leader, says Dr. Machen, is “just the ex- 
pression of an abysmal skepticism; for if all creeds, 
despite the fact that they are contradictory to one 
another, are al! equally good, then it follows that 
they are all equally false or at least all equally un- 
certain: and if we hold that the doctrine that we 
now enunciate is merely the setting forth in the 
thought-forms of this generation of a religious ex- 
perience that must be set forth in another genera- 
tion in thought-forms contradictory to these, then 
it follows that we do not hold the creed that we 
now set up to be true even here and now. While a 
thing that is useful now may cease to be useful in 
another generation, a thing that is true now will 
remain true beyond the end of time. What is really 
meant by this non-doctrinal, non-controversial re- 
ligion is that we have given up the search for truth 
altogether; we have given up the grounding of our 
life upon anything that is permanently and objec- 
tively true. Such is the modern Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. It is the expression of a bottomless skepti- 
cism ... As between these two Epistles to the Ro- 
mans I for my part think we ought to choose the 
one that Paul wrote ... Today it is becoming in- 
creasingly evident that we are living over ghe abyss. 
What a drab thing, as well as what an alarming 
thing, is this modern mechanistic age! Well may 
we turn from such slavery to the glorious liberty 
of the gospel of Christ. We have no real reason, 
my friends, to be ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” 


The Separateness Of 
The Church 


The dominant theme of this message is very con- 
genial to the thinking of Southern Presbyterians. 
It stresses the distinctness and separateness of the 
Church. Dr. Machen warns: “If the sharp distinc- 
tion is ever broken down between the Church and 
the world, then the power of the Church is gone. 
The Church then becomes like salt that lost its 
savor, and is fit only to be cast out and be trodden 
under foot of men ... The really serious attack 
upon Christianity has not been the attack carried 
on by fire and sword, by the threat of bonds or 
death, but it has been the more subtle attack that 
has been masked by friendly words; it has been 
not the attack from without but the attack from 
within. The enemy has done his deadliest work 
when he has come with words of love and com- 

romise and peace. And how persistent the attack 
as been!” 


Using the Corinthian Church as an illustration, 
Dr. Machen sets forth how the Apostle Paul had. to 
fight the infiltration of paganism in the sphere of 
conduct and also in the sphere of thought. On this 
point Dr. Machen remarks: “Paganism in Corinth 
was far too astute to think that Christian life could 
be attucked when Christian doctrine remained. And 
so pagan practice was promoted by an appeal to 
pagan theory; the enemy engaged in an attempt to 
sublimate or explain away the fundamental things 
of the Christian faith. Somewhat after the manner 
of the Auburn ‘Affirmationists’ in our day, pa- 
ganism in the Corinthian Church sought to substi- 
tute the Greek notion of the immortality of the 
soul for the Christian doctrine of the resurrection.” 


Dr. Machen also shows in this sermon how pa- 
ganism creeps into the Church in unsuspected ways. 
“Even prayer in many quarters is made a thinly 
disguised means of propaganda against the truth 
of she gospel; men pray that there may be peace, 
where peace means victory for the enemies of 
Christ. Thus gradually the Church is being per- 
meated by the spirit of the world; it is becoming 
what the Auburn Affirmationists call an ‘inclusive’ 
Church; it is becoming salt that has lost its savor 
and is henceforth good for nothing but to be cast 
out and to be trodden under foot of men.”’ 


In view of such things, Dr. Machen raises the 
question: ‘“‘What should be done by those who love 
Christ?”” His answer: “I think, my friends, that 
they should at least face the facts; I do not believe 
that they should bury their heads like ostriches in 
the sand; I do not think that they should soothe 
themselves with the minutes of the General As- 
sembly or the reports of the Boards or the imposing 
rows of figures which the church papers con- 
tain ... Church membership today often means 
nothing more, as has well been said, than a vague 
admiration for the moral character of Jesus; the 
Church in countless communities is little more than 
a Rotary Club. One day, as I was walking through 
a neighboring city, I saw, not an altar with an in- 
scription to an unknown god, but something that 
filled me with far more sorrow than that could have 
done. I saw a Church with a large sign on it, which 
read somewhat like this: ‘Not a member? Come in 
and help us make this a better community.’ Truly 
we have wandered far from the day when entrance 
into the Church involved confession of faith in 
Christ as the Saviour from sin.” 


This timely message closes with a searching chal- 
lenge. Dr. Machen asks: ‘‘What are you going to 
do, my brothers, in this great time of crisis?’”’ Then 
he answers: “What a time it is to be sure! What a 
time of glorious opportunity! Will you stand with 
the world, will you shrink from controversy, will 
you witness for Christ only where witnessing costs 
nothing, will you pass through these stirring days 
without coming to any real decision? Or will you 
learn the lesson of Christian history; will you pene- 
trate, by your study and your meditation, beneath 
the surface; will you recognize in that which prides 
itself on being modern an enemy that is as old as 
the hills; will you hope, and pray, not for a mere 
continuance of what now is, but for a rediscovery 
of the gospel that can make all things new; will you 
have recourse to the charter of Christian liberty in 
the Word of God? God grant that some of you may 
do that! God grant that some of you, even though 
you be not now decided, may come to say, as you 
go forth into the world: ‘It is hard in these days to 
be a Christian; the adversaries are strong; I am 
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weak; but Thy Word is true and Thy Spirit will be 
with me; here am I, Lord, send me.’ ” 


Prophets False And True 


The prophets of God are dependent upon the 
Spirit of God but not independent of the Word of 
God. With this idea in mind Dr. Machen comments: 
‘‘Much mischief has been wrought in the Church by 
false notions of ‘the witness of the Spirit’; it has 
sometimes been supposed that the Holy Spirit 
makes us independent of the Bible. Just the oppo- 
site is the case. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of 
truth. He does not contradict in one generation 
what He has said in another. He does not contradict 
the Scriptures that He Himself has given. On the 
contrary, what He really does is to make the words 
of Scripture glow with a heavenly light and burn 
in the hearts of men. Those Scriptures are placed 
in your hands. You may not say with the prophets 
of old: ‘God has spoken directly and independently 
to me; I appeal to no external authority; when I 
speak it is ‘“Thus saith the Lord.” ’ But you can do 
something else. You can mount your pulpit stairs; 
open reverently the Bible on the desk; pray to the 
gracious Spirit to make plain the words that He 
has spoken; and so unfold to needy people the 
Word of God.” 


Anticipating objections to this conviction, Dr. 
Machen asks: “Do you think that it imvolves a 
slavish kind of dependence on a book? Do you 
think that it means that advance and freedom are 
to be checked?” His answer is: “‘The history of the 
Church should be the answer. Again and again his- 
tory has shown that the Bible, when accepted in the 
very highest sense as the Word of God, does not 
stifle Hfe but gives life birth; does not enslave men, 
but sets them free? Those who talk about emanci- 
pating themselves from the slavish doctrine of what 
they call ‘verbal’ inspiration are not really emanci- 
pating themselves from a tyranny, but they are 
tearing up the charter upon which all human lib- 
erty depends.”’ 


To be a faithful prophet of the Lord is certainly 
not conducive to popularity. Lest anyone should be 
mistaken at this point, Dr. Machen says: “Certainly 
if you preach this gospel of the cross, you will have 
to bear reproach. If you preach this gospel faith- 
fully, you will see men whom you have called your 
friends, men whom you have served in the hour of 
need, turn against you and join the general hue 
and cry; you will be subjected to misrepresenta- 
tion and slander of all kinds; you will bear both 
ridicule and abuse; you will be attacked behind and 
before. But there are some compensations in the 
prophet’s life. Many will speak of you; but there is 
One who will say: ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant.’ ... But however that may be, even now 
you will be called upon to endure hardness for the 
eross of Christ. You will face in subtle forms the 
age-long temptation to mitigate the exclusiveness 
of the gospel—to preach it as one way of salvation 
without denying that other ways may lead to the 
same end, to make your preaching, as Satan per- 
suasively puts it, ‘positive and not negative,’ to be 
‘tolerant of opposing views,’ to work contentedly 
in the Church with those who reject the cross of 
Christ, to preach Christ boldly in your pulpit 
(where preaching Him may cost you nothing) and 
then deny Him by your vote in church councils and 
courts. But God grant that you may resist the 
Tempter’s voice; God save you from the sin of par- 
ing down the gospel to suit the pride of men; God 


grant that you may deliver your message straight 
and full and plain. Only so, whatever else you may 
sacrifice, will you have one thing—the favor of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ... There is one thing and one 
thing only that is worth while; it is to be faithful 
to Him who loved us and gave Himself for us; it is 
to be faithful to Him who is Judge and Ruler of all, 
and to speak His Word for the salvation of dying 


men.”’ 
The Good Fight Of Faith 


The message on “The Good Fight of Faith” is 
worth the price of this volume. It is a message that 
should be distributed widely throughout the Church 
today. It is a message that is buttressed upon Scrip- 
ture and crammed full of common sense. Dr. 
Machen reminds the Church that the human instru- 
ments which God has used in the triumphs of His 
Kingdom were not pacifists but great fighters like 
Paul himself. He observes: “Little affinity for the 
great apostle has the whole tribe of the considerers 
of consequences, the whole tribe of the compro- 
misers ancient and modern. The real companions 
of Paul are the great heroes of the faith. But who 
are those heroes? Are they not true fighters, one 
and all? Tertullian fought a mighty battle against 
Marcion; Athanasius fought against the Arians; 
Augustine fought against Pelagius; and as for 


. Luther, he fought a brave battle against kings and 


princes and popes for the liberty of the people of 
God. Luther was a great fighter; and we love him 
for it. So was Calvin; so were John Knox and all 
the rest. It is impossible to be a true soldier of 
Jesus Christ and not fight.” 


This message was addressed to theological stu- 
dents and Dr. Machen reminded his hearers that to 
fight the good fight of faith is costly. He remarks: 
“If you decide to stand for Christ, you will not 
have an easy life in the ministry. Of course, you 
may try to evade the conflict. All men will speak 
well of you if, after preaching no matter how un- 
popular a gospel on Sunday, you will only vote 
against that gospel in the councils of the Church 
the next day; you will graciously be permitted to 
believe in supernatural Christianity all you please 
if you will only act as though you did not believe 
in it, if you will only make common cause with its 
opponents. Such is the program that will win the 
favor of the Church. A man may believe what he 
pleases, provided he does not believe anything 
strongly enough to risk his life on it and fight for 
it. ‘Tolerance’ is the great word. Men even ask for 
tolerance when they look to God in prayer. But 
how can any Christian possibly pray such a prayer 
as that? What a terrible prayer it is, how full of 
disloyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ! There is a 
sense, of course, in which tolerance is a virtue. If 
by it you mean tolerance on the part of the state, 
the forbearance of majorities toward minorities, 
the resolute rejection of any measures of physical 
compulsion in propagating either what is true or 
what is false, then of course the Christian ought to 
favor tolerance with all his might and main, and 
ought to lament the widespread growth of intoler- 
ance in Ameri¢a to-day. Or if you mean by toler- 
ance forbearance toward personal attacks upon 
yourself, or courtesy and patience and fairness in 
dealing with all errors of whatever kind, then again 
tolerance is a virtue. But to pray for tolerance 
apart from such qualifications, in particular to 
pray for tolerance without careful definition of 
that of which you are to be tolerant, is just to pray 
for the breakdown of the Christian religion; for 
the Christian religion is intolerant to the core. 


| 


Page 16 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Sept. 15, 1949 


There lies the whole offense of the Cross——and also 
the whole power of it. Always the gospel would 
have been received with favor by the world if it 
had been presented merely as one way of salvation; 
the offense came because it was presented as the 
only way, and because it made relentless war upon 
all other ways. God save us, then, from this ‘toler- 
ance’ of which we hear so much. God deliver us 
from the sin of making common cause with those 
who deny or ignore the blessed gospel of Jesus 
Christ! God save us from the deadly guilt of con- 
senting to the presence as our representatives in 
the chyrch of those who lead Christ’s little ones 
pear God make us, whatever else we are, just 
faithful messengers, who present, without fear or 
favor, hot our word, but the Word of God.” 


This searching message also closes with another 
call to a decision on the part of young ministers. 
Here are his words: ‘‘Where are you going to stand 
in the great battle which now rages in the church? 
Are you going to curry favor with the world by 
standing aloof; are you going to be ‘conservative 
liberals’ or ‘liberal conservatives’ or ‘Christians who 
do not believe in controversy,’ or anything else so 
self-contradictory and absurd? Are you going to be 
Christians, but not Christians overmuch? Are you 
going to stand coldly aloof when God’s people fight 
against ecclesiastical tyranny at home and abroad? 
Are you going to excuse yourself by pointing out 
personal defects in those who contend for the faith 
today? Are you going to be disloyal to Christ in 
external testimony until you can make all well 
within your own soul? Be assured, you will never 
accomplish your purpose if you adopt such a pro- 
gram as that. Witness bravely to the truth that you 
already understand, and more will be given you; 
but make common cause with those who deny or 
ignore the gospel of Christ, and the enemy will 
forever run riot in your life. 


“There are many hopes that I cherish for you 
men, with whom I am united by such ties of affec- 
tion. I hope that you may be gifted preachers; I 
hope that you may have happy lives;.I hope that 
you may have adequate support for yourselves and 
for your families; I hope that you may have good 
churches. But I hope something for you far more 
than all that. | hope above all that, wherever you 
are and however your preaching may be received, 
you may be true witnesses for the Lord Jesus 
Christ; I hope that there may never be any doubt 
where you stand, but that always you may stand 
ssuarely for Jesus Christ,.as He is offered to us, not 
in the experiences of men, but in the blessed 
written Word of God.” 


The Creeds And Doctrinal 
Advance 


We wish every theological student in our semin- 
aries could read “The Creeds and Doctrinal Ad- 
vance’ on their opening day. It is a masterpiece of 
clear thinking. Dr. Machen insists that the first 
prerequisite for any advance in Christian doctrine 
is that those who would engage in it should believe 
in the full truthfulness of the Bible and should 
endeavor to make their doctrine simply a presenta- 
tion of what the Bible teaches. Still another im- 
portant principal that must be observed, Dr. Machen 
asserts, is ‘‘all real doctrinal advance proceeds in 
the direction of greater precision and fullness of 
doctrinal statement. Just run over in your minds 
again the history of the great creeds of the church. 
How meagre was the so-called Apostles’ Creed, first 
formulated in the second century! How far more 
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precise and full were the creeds of the great early 
councils, beginning with the Nicene creed in A.D. 
325! How much more precise and how vastly richer 
still were the Reformation creeds and especially 
our Westminster Confession of Faith! That method 
of doctrinal advance is, of course, in accord with 
the fundamental laws of the mind. You cannot set 
forth clearly what a thing is without placing it in 
contrast with what it is not. All definition proceeds 
by way of exclusion. How utterly shallow, then, is 
the notion that the church ought to make its teach- 
ing postive and not negative—the notion that con- 
troversy should be avoided and truth should be 
maintained without attack upon error! The simple 
fact is that truth cannot possibly be maintained in 
any such way. Truth can be maintained only when 
it is sharply differentiated from error. It is no 
wonder, then, that the great creeds of the church, 
as also the great revivals of religion in the church, 
were born in theological controversy. The increas- 
ing richness and the increasing precision of Chris- 
tian doctrine were brought about very largely by 
the necessity of excluding one alien element after 
another from the teaching of the church.” 


The Atonement 


The last three sermons in this volume deal with 
the atoning work of Christ. Needless to say, they 
are packed full of precious gems. We are going to 
forego the temptation to quote at length from these 
messages. One quotation will have to suffice: 
“People sometimes say, indeed, that it makes little 
difference what theory of the atonement we may 
hold. Ah, my friends, it makes all the difference in 
the world. When you contemplate the cross of 
Christ, do you say merely, with modern theorists, 
‘What a noble example of self-sacrifice; I am going 
to attain favor with God by sacrificing myself as 
well as He.’ Or do you say with the Bible, ‘He loved 
me and gave Himself for me; He took my place; 
He bore my curse; He bought me with His own 
most precious blood.’ That is the most momentous 
question that can come to any soul.” 


Evaluation 


In closing this review, we say without exaggera- 
tion that so far as our memory is reliable this is 
the most worthwhile volume of sermons that has 
come from an American publisher during the past 
three decades. It is this reviewer’s prayer that 
every reader of this review will enthusiastically 
promote the distribution of this volume throughout 
our Southern Presbyterian Church. It was written 
during an hour of crisis for an hour of crisis. In 
the providence of God, it was written for our 
Church as well as the Church from which Dr. 
Machen was so unjustly expelled. Inasmuch as the 
proponents of Union are advocating closer acquaint- 
ance with the Northern Presbyterian Church, we 
submit that this book should be seriously con- 
sidered before steps are made to merge our own 
Church with another that has no place in it for 
a man of the Christian stature of J. Gresham 
Machen, 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Oct. 2: The 
Call Of Isaiah 


Scripture: Isaiah 6. Devotional Reading: Hosea 
14. Isaiah dates his call in this way: “In the year 
that King Uzziah died.’”’ Is there not here more 
than a mere notation of time? Uzziah reigned 
fifty-two years. He was one of the better kings for 
the most of his reign; not as outstandingly good as 
the best of them, like David, or Hezekiah, or Josiah, 
but: “He did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord according to all that his father Amaziah 
did.”” His reign was very prosperous, “for he was 
marvellously helped, till he was strong.” But when 
he became strong he sinned presumptuously in at- 
tempting to usurp the place of the priests and was 
punished by being smitten with leprosy. 


Perhaps Isaiah had been keeping his eyes too 
much upon Uzziah, the mighty earthly monarch, 
and had forgotten God, the real Monarch. We are 
prone to put our hope and trust in men, especially 
a ruler who is successful and brilliant. We call our 
heroes “indispensable men.’’ No mere man is of 
much importance, even as glorious as Solomon: 
Moses had a Joshua to take his place and do what 
Moses was not so well qualified to do. 


Let us take our eyes off of men and turn them 
towards Ged. He alone is able to be our help and 
stay: men of low degree are vanity, and men of 
high degree a lie, oftentimes, and at their best, are 
nothing without God. Then follows his Vision and 
Call. 


I. The Vision Of Isaiah: Verses 1-7. (1) His 
Vision Of God: 1-4. Before we can be of real ser- 
vice to God, we must meet Him. Sometimes, like 
Jacob, we meet Him at night, in a dream, or in a 
wrestling-match; sometimes, like Moses, while at 
the back side of the desert, keeping sheep; some- 
times, like Samuel, as a boy in the tabernacle of 
God; or like Elisha, through another prophet, while 
plowing in the field; or as Saul of Tarsus, when 
going the wrong road; often, like Isaiah, in His 
Temple, or Church. But, however different the cir- 
cumstances, in a quiet, or noisy place, we must 
meet Him. And when we meet Him all becomes 
changed, if we are not disobedient unto the hea- 
venly vision. 


This vision reminds us of the Great Throne 
Vision in Revelation 4. It is a vital thing for us to 
realize that the Eternal God reigns and rules. Our 
earthly kings and presidents and dictators pass 
across the stage and vanish; He remains forever 
on the throne. 


These heavenly beings, the seraphim, are mys- 
terious, like the “beasts,” or “living creatures,” in 
Revelation. Let us notice, and never forget, the 
reverence manifested by those who are close to 
God. We seem to be fast developing into an ir- 
reverent people, judging by the expression one sees 
and hears. I read one in a magazine yesterday. A 
man was describing his mountain climbing experi- 
ences, and he said—and | do not suppose he meant 
to be irreverent: “I looked God squarely in the 


face several times.’””’ No one can look on God and 
live. This man must not have realized the “awful- 
ness” (I use the word in its first meaning, “‘inspir- 
ing, or suited to inspire, awe’’), of God. Even these 
holy creatures veil their faces in the presence of 
our Holy God. We cannot be too careful in our 
speech, or even thoughts, about God. I have noticed 
an increasing tendency to use the pronoun “you,” 
instead of “Thee,” in our public prayers. This may 
seem like a small thing, but a feather can show us 
which way the wind is blowing. 


In all visions of God in the Bible we have His 
Holiness stressed, and the fact that “‘fear’’ must be 
a mark of our approach to the Throne; not the sort 
of fear which an ignorant heathen has for a fierce 
image, or some fantastic god of his imagination, 
but a “fear” composed of awe, reverence, and 
trust. Our “boldness,” or “confidence,” in coming 
to a throne of grace, is based on our faith in our 
Great High Priest, and His work of atonement. 
Uzziah, the dead king, had been summarily dealt 
with for irreverence; those who touched the Ark 
were smitten; all the ground around the Throne is 
“Holy Ground.” 


(2) His Vision Of Himself, And His People: 
Verse 5. It is not said that “he saw himself,” but 
we know that he did because of what he said. He 
had never seen himself so clearly as a sinner. Per- 
haps he had felt that he was a remarkably good 
and clean young man, even as Saul of Tarsus be- 
fore he met Christ. 


Now he sees himself and his people. So it is with 
us. When we see the King, the Lord of Hosts, all 
our righteousness becomes as filthy rags, and we 
cry out as he did: ‘‘Woe is me, for I am undone.”’ 
I wonder if we do not need to “‘see ourselves” here 
in America. Our veneer of civilization can cover 
mighty unclean hearts, and every now and then 
this ugly uncleanness shows thrqugh. We will never 
see ourselves, however, until we see God. 


(3) His Vision Of Cleansing: 6-7. “‘A live coal 
from off the altar.” The Altar was the place of 
Sacrifice, of atonement. The different offerings had 
special meanings, but the central and all-pervading 
idea was the removal of sin. The offerings pictured 
the complete work of the Lamb of God Who was to 
take away the sin of the world. Fire stands for 
purification. Parts, or all, of the sacrifices, were 
burned. The coal of fire is a symbol of purification 
made possible by the altar. Our cleansing from sin 
is only possible through the atoning sacrifice of our 
Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world: His 
blood cleanseth from all sin. 


When we realize fully, as Isaiah did, his un- 
cleanness of heart and lips, then we are ready for 
the cleansing and forgiving touch of God upon us. 
I am afraid that some of us try to bring salvation 
to others when we are not saved ourselves. May we, 
who stand before our people to proclaim the Gos- 
pel, be sure that we have had our lips touched with 
the live coal from off the altar. Polluted lips are 
not fit to proclaim salvation: we who bear the ves- 
sels of the Lord must be clean. These should be 
very sobering thoughts to us all. 
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II. His Call To Service: 8-13. He was not drafted, 
but called. The call came in the form of a question: 
‘“‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” He 
had seen the need, and the need was a call in itself. 
Is that not true of us? If we are Christians, if we 
realize the condition of the world and the hope- 
lessness of those without Christ, then the call is 
for us to go, or send. Isaiah was quick to answer: 
‘“‘Here am I, send me.” Are we as ready to respond? 


There were two sides to his ministry, one very 
discouraging, the other encouraging. Jesus did not 
minimize the difficulties; God does not, in His 
words to the prophet. Verses 9-10 are quoted both 
by Christ and Paul. 


The Bible never speaks in rosy-tinted words of 
over-optimism, nor in disheartening pessimism, but 
in inspired realism. There is a dark side, and there 
is a light side. Our preaching is sometimes a savor 
of death unto death, and again, of life unto life. 
The fault is not in the Gospel we preach, or in the 
Saviour we proclaim: the same sun melts wax, but 
hardens clay. It is the simple truth, even if we can- 
not understand or explain, that preaching seems to 
make some hearts fat, ears heavy, shuts some eyes. 
We often use the term, “‘Gospel-hardened,” to ex- 
press our meaning, and I suppose this is as good a 
term as any. There are multitudes of people just 
like those to whom Isaiah was sent. It is a pity, but 
it is true, just as true now, as then. 


There is another solemn truth linked with this 
one, as We see in Verses 11-12. Judgment and pun- 
ishment follow in the path of such people. In our 
land, and in other lands, there must come a real 
Revival, or else there will come severe chastise- 
ments, especially for the sin of hardening our 
hearts, stopping our ears, and closing our eyes. 
These are our hearts, our ears, our eyes: we are re- 
sponsible when we refuse to see, hear, or believe. 


The bright side of the picture is seen in Verse 
13. There is always a “remnant’’ who are saved. 
Even in Elijah’s dark day, when he thought that he 
was the only one left, God told him of the seven 
thousand in Israel who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal. So when we preach there will always be some 
who will listen, turn from sin, believe the ‘“‘Good 
News,” and be saved. This is our hope and en- 
couragement. 


Lesson For Oct. 9: The Moral 
Basis For True Worship 


Scripture: Isaiah 1:10-20; Jeremiah 7. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 24:1-6. In answering the question, 
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or 
who shall stand in his holy place?’ the Psalmist 
(Ps. 24:4) says: “He that hath clean hands and a 
pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul to van- 
ity, nor sworn deceitfully.” 


We cannot worship a Holy God until we have had 
heart and mind and lips and hands made clean. 
Think of the mockery of a man who comes to wor- 
ship when he has been using his hands to rob, or 
oppress, or even murder; or of one who comes to 
sing praises to God who has just used his lips to 
utter a lie, to curse or abuse or slander his fellow- 
men; or someone who has an igol (vanity) in his 
mind, or even in God’s presence has a heart full of 
anger or ill-will or unforgiveness. What about un- 
converted people singing in our choirs? What about 
some of these singers on the radio who sing a beau- 
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tiful old hymn, and then follow it with a silly song 
of the world? What about some of the members of 
a quartet taking a drink of whiskey before they 
sing? Was not this probably the “strange fire” 
which caused God’s anger to blaze against Nadab 
and Abihu? (Num. 3:4). 


Can we imagine our Holy God accepting such a 
sham and pretence? Or do we think, like some of 
the wicked, that He does not see? Jesus said that 
if we bring our gift to the altar and then remember 
that our brother has ought against us, that we must 
leave our gift until we were reconciled to our 


brother. 


Isaiah learned his lesson when he saw the Lord 
in the Temple. Who has not felt like the prophet 
when he really catches a vision of God? 


Worship requires preparation of our moral and 
spiritual nature. Even when we have tried to pre- 
pare our hearts, hands, souls, and lips, there is need 
to pray that God will complete the cleansing: 
cleanse thou me from secret faults. There is much 
uncleanness which we do not see. I have watched 
the doctors prepare their hands for an operation. 
How careful and thorough is the washing and 
scrubbing. Not a germ must be on their hands. We 
need such a spiritual washing when we come to 
worship: the Holy Spirit can cleanse. 


Our two selections, one from Isaiah, and one 
from Jeremiah, tell us in no uncertain terms about 
the requirements for acceptable worship. Isaiah, 
the great evangelical prophet, insists upon heart 
righteousness, and Jeremiah, the great spiritual 
prophet (as Dr. Whyte calls him), would be ex- 
pected to lay stress on this Moral Basis for True 
Worship. 


I. Isaiah 1:10-20. It would be well for us to read 
these words every time we come to church. We like 
to see our churches full of people; we want them 
to give liberally to the support of the work of the 
church, but after all this does not in itself mean 
acceptable worship. What sort of hearts, hands and 
lips do we find in these great congregations? Man 
looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on 
the heart. We may be clean as far as Soap and 
water can make us clean, but is everything clean 
within? 


The people in Isaiah’s time seemed to be ‘“‘gen- 
erous givers,” judging from the expression, ‘“‘the 
multitudes of your sacrifices.’’ We are reminded of 
what Samuel told Saul: “Behold to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than fat of rams.”’ 


These worshippers were ‘‘trampling His courts.”’ 
This suggests great throngs of people. Why do men 
and women trample the aisles of many churches in 
our day? Is it because they are thirsting after God 
and righteousness, seeking His face and favor, or 
is it not sometimes because of the eloquence, at- 
tractiveness or popularity of some preacher, or the 
renown of some great singer? Dr. Talmadge was 
an eloquent preacher, a great and good man, but 
when he died his congregations seem to have died 
with him. 


Notice the stern rebuke of the Prophet. He calls 
their oblations, or offerings, vain: their incense, an 
abomination; their solemn meeting, iniquity. This 
sort of hypocritical worship stirred the wrath of 
God, instead of His approval. Their feasts were 
hateful to Him. This is a terrible indictment. 
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What is the result of such worship? “I will hide 
mine eyes ... I will not hear.” Is this possible to- 
day? Can it happen here in America, even in our 
gorgeous places of worship? One answer is found 
in the Letter to the Church at Laodicea. We may 
be rich and increased with goods, and think we 
have need of nothing when our whole service is 
sickening to God. The church does have lots of 
wealth today, and some churches are packed with 
people. This is usually taken to mean that the 
preacher is “doing a marvellous piece of work.” 
We know of some cases where this is apparently 
true, but of some we cannot feel so sure. Great 
crowds go to hear men and women who are clearly 
apostates. 


Then comes the stern command of the Prophet: 
“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do 
evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow.”’ Part of repentance is “quitting our mean- 
ness,”” as Sam Jones put it. Only the Spirit of God 
can work genuine repentence in our hearts, but we 
must do our part and bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. We must do more than simply say: “I 
am sorry,” or “I have sinned.” 


Verse 18 is a glorious promise, often used as a 
text, but we need to remember these verses that 
precede the promise. It is a conditional promise, as 
are many of God’s promises. “Come now’: after 
we have done what is commanded in Verses 16-17. 
“Come now, and let us reason together.” 


This gracious promise is followed by another one, 
and then a very solemn warning: “If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 
but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured 
with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” 


To America today I feel sure the needed message 
is: “A Revival, or Else’; “Repentance, wholesale 
and genuine, or Else.” 


There is a lot of Worshipping in our nation, but 
there is a lot of Sinning, and I am afraid we bring 
our sins to the places of worship. Until we put sin 
away; out of our individual lives, and out of our 
national life, much of our worship is bound to be 
hateful to God. Would that we had another Isaiah 
to tell us the truth and lead us back to God. 


II. Jeremiah 7. Jeremiah is known to all as the 
“Weeping Prophet.’”’ Dr. Whyte thinks it was his 
deeply sensitive and spiritual nature that made him 
weep. He, like our Saviour, was a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief, a type of the “Man of 
Sorrows.” He lived in sad days. He saw his beloved 
nation on her deathbed. I sat in a room in a hos- 
pital not long ago with some of the members of 
the family watching a man slowly die; several times 
we thought he had breathed his last breath, and 
then he would catch it again. It was a sad time for 
us all. Recently I sat in a room with another man 
who was watching his mother die. We were in an- 
other room but every now and then he would get 
off the bed and go across the hall to look at her. 
Times like these make strong men weep. 


Jeremiah was a patriotic, big-hearted man who 
loved his people. He could not turn them from their 
sins. He knew that terrible judgment was certain. 
He could hear the death-rattle in her throat. “Oh 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
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tain of tears, that I might weep day and night for 
the slain of the daughter of my people.” (Jer. 
P23). 


In Chapter 7 he issues his call to true repentance. 
He is to stand in the gate é6f the Lord’s House to 
deliver his message to those\who enter to worship. 
He commands them to anfend their ways and their 
doings. 


They were very proud of “The Temple,” saying: 
“The temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord, 
The temple of the Lord, are these.”’ (7:4). Is it 


possible for us in America to trust in, and boast of, 
our million-dollar churches, and think that they 
will save our land? The Temple of the Lord was an 
exceedingly costly building, but it was completely 
demolished and the nation led away to captivity. 


It is not. costly houses that please God, but 
cleansed hearts. These very people who were 
bragging about the Temple of the Lord were mak- 
ing cakes to idols and had idols in their hearts. Is 
this true of us? God is seeking for a nation that 
obeys His commands. Can we call America such a 
nation? 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 27. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? 

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being 
born, and that in a low condition, made under the 
law, undergoing, the miseries of this life, the wrath 
of God, and the cursed death of the cross, in being 
buried, and continuing under the power of death 
for a time. 

After considering the three offices of Christ we 
come to his two estates or conditions. His humilia- 
tion is His coming down to earth and all that He 
underwent for us here. The past tense is used, 
consisted. His estate of exaltation began with his 
Resurrection but continues today. It is described in 
the present teuse ‘consistetn’. 


In the beginning Christ was in the form of God 
and lived in glory with the Father before the world 
was. Though He was rich yet for our sakes He 
became poor, that we through His poverty might 
be made rich. The joy of heaven became the man 
of sorrow. The Lord of angels offered up strong 
cryings and tears unto Him who was able to save 
Him from death. God the maker of all things was 
born an infant. He who made the stars was cradled 
in a manger. He is the Lord of heaven and of 
earth, yet for His birth they borrowed a stable, 
for His burial another man’s tomb. “The foxes 
have holes, the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of man has not where to lay his head.”’ Though 
he was the King of kings, there was no place for 
Him in the inn. Born in a stable he was reared in 
a carpenter’s home and learned the trade of Joseph. 


In His Person Christ is the Lawgiver. But in His 
human nature He undertook to pay all our debts. 
So he volunteered to be made under the law and 
obeyed its every command. He endured all the 
sufferings and miseries life has for men. Though 
He was Son yet learned He obedience by the things 
which He suffered. 


Volunteering to answer for our sin He endured 
the wrath of God which we deserved. As the 
shadows of Calvary fell over His soul, Jesus prayed, 
“Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from 
me, nevertheless not my will but Thine be done.” 
When the punishment we deserved broke upon Him, 
our Lord cried, ‘‘My God, my God why hast Thou 
forsaken me.’’ He who knew no sin was made sin 


for us that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him. He bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree. He drank the cup of our curse that at 


His Table we might drink the cup of His blessing. 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
being made a curse for us. Following the death on 
the cross where He became this curse for us, He 
was buried and continued under the power of death 
for a time. 


We can never thank our Saviour enough for all 
He became, for all He did and for all He endured 
for us. But we can let our perpetual wonder be: 


“That the Great Angel-blinding light would shrink 

His blaze, to shine in a poor shepherd’s eye; 

That the unmeasur’d God so low would sink, 

As Pris’ner in a few poor rags to ly; 

age a. his Mother’s Breast he milke should 
rink, 

Who feed with Nectar Heav’n’s faire family, 

That a vile Manger his low Bed should prove, 

Who in a Throne of stars Thunders above; 

That he whom the Sun serves, should faintly peepe 

Through clouds of infant flesh! that he, the old 

Eternall Word should be a Child, and weepe; 

That he who made the fire, should feare the cold, 

That Heav’n’s high Majesty his Court should keepe 

In a clay cottage, by each blast control’d; 

That Glories self should serve our Griefs and feares 

And free Eternity submit to years.” 


Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation? 


A. Christ’s exaltation consisteth in his rising 
again from the dead on the third day, in ascending 
up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God 
the Father, and in coming to judge the world at 
the last day. 


A few years ago a minister was preaching at the 
Berry School. The high school students said that 
they thought about Jesus as they did about other 
characters of history — Caesar, Washington, Na- 
poleon. What was it that they lacked? The living 
Christ. Jesus is not only one who lived and died 
nineteen centuries ago. He rose from the dead, He 
lives for us at God’s right hand today. He is more 
alive than any of us are. He is doing more for us 
today than we are for Him. He did humble Himself 
to come in His historical life and do and suffer 
enough to save us. Now God has raised Him to 
glory and there He is praying for us, speaking to 
us, reigning over us. He who died to save us now 
lives to give us His salvation. 
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Christ died for our sins on Good Friday. He was 
buried and continued in the grave Saturday and 
rose on the morning of the third day—the first 
Lord’s day. The risen Christ appeared to Peter, to 
James, to Thomas, to the eleven to above 500 bre- 
thren at once, finally to Paul. He convinced these 
sober-minded men that He did rise from the dead. 
And this is the ground of our forgiveness. Our sins 
were laid on Jesus and carried Him to death. When 
God raised Him from the dead God declared that 
the whole debt of our sins was paid and we could be 
sure of forgiveness. Then His Resurrection opened 
the gate for our resurrection so that all who trust 
in Him will in the end be raised up as He was. The 
risen Christ now makes alive those who were dead 
in trespasses and sins and raises them to a life of 
fellowship with Himself. We call this regeneration 
or being born again. We shall study more about it 
in the next few answers. 


Here our catechism follows closely the parallel 
phrases in the Apostles’ Creed which many of us 
say in our churches. Forty days after His Resur- 
rection, Jesus ascended to the Father. He came 
from God and returned to Him. But He returned 
as the God-man, as our elder brother with a human 
as well as a Divine heart of love, as the Head of 
the Church and the Lord of His saved people. Now 
He is “‘sitting at the right hand of God the Father.”’ 
That means He now shares the Father’s glory and 
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His unlimited power. All power in heaven and 
earth has been given to Him and all things are at 
His disposal. William Carey the great missionary 
to India said: “All my friends are but one. I rejoice, 
however, that He is all sufficient, and can supply 
all my wants temporal and spiritual.”’ John G. Paton 
went to the New Hebrides to face the taunts, the 
spears, the stones and the guns of cannibals without 
a fear. For he trusted the living Presence of the 
Christ who promised, “Lo, I am with you always.” 


One day the Christ who was rejected by men will 
come on the clouds of heaven and sit upon the 
Throne of Glory to judge the living and the dead. 
In His mercy to the human race God the Father 
has appointed His son to be our judge. The human 
race will be judged by one who is also man. All the 
unerring wisdom of God and all the understanding 
sympathy of man unite in our Judge. The Christian 
knows and trusts the Judge for the Judge is His 
Saviour. Here in life let us be sure that we entrust 
ourselves to Him and show our faith by our love 
and deeds of kindness to His brethren. Then we 
shall have confidence before Him when He comes 
in His glory. 


“When I soar to worlds unknown 
See Thee on Thy judgment Throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me 
Let me hide myself in Thee.” 


Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For October 


Oct. 2: Is America Pagan? 


Call To Worship: Proverbs 14:34; Psalm 33:12. 
Opening Hymn: “Come Thou Fount Of Every 
Blessing.” 


Evening Prayer. 
Hymn: “‘America The Beautiful.” 


Leader's Introduction 

We have just sung a hymn in which we have 
called to our attention the many and rich blessings 
that God has poured out on America, and we have 
asked God to crown our life with good and brother- 
hood from sea to shining sea. Many of us have 
taken for granted that ours is a Christian nation 
that seeks to lead all men to God because it was 
founded for that purpose. But increasingly men 
are saying that America is fast on the road that 
leads back to Paganism, and some leaders in our 
land have even said that we will be better off if we 
can increase the pace and get back to Greek pa- 
ganism. 


Let’s ask ourselves the question tonight “Is 
America pagan?” and then let’s call some people to 
the witness stand who can testify of what they 
know. But before we do we must define our terms. 
What is pagan anyhow? Webster says that a pagan 
is: “One not of a Christian people. One who is 
neither Christian, Mohammedan, nor Jew.” What 
about it, is America pagan by this standard? 


First Witness 
Most of the people of America are of a Christian 
people, and our nation was founded by men and 
women who sought to worship God sincerely and 


vitally. Today the Church has become a recognized 
and respected part of the American way of life 
and between 52 and 55 percent of our people be- 
long to some branch of the Church. Our laws are 
based on Christian convictions and our educational 
ideals in general conform to the Christian idea of 
righteousness. We go to church to dedicate our 
babies, marry our lovers and bury our dead. We 
have our president and various other officers in 
lower places of government sworn into office on 
the Bible. On our coins we have the motto “In God 
We Trust.”’ Looks like we are a Christian nation in 
a general sort of way. 


Second Witness 

Read Acts 2:42-47. I have noticed that in the 
early days of the Church those who were Christians 
were regular and systematic in their worship and 
prayer together, and their evangelistic outreach 
was effective so that daily men and women were 
united to the Church. But in America only about 35 
percent of the people go to church with any degree 
of regularity, 25 percent of our people have never 
heard an evangelistic sermon, less than 10 percent 
go to the evening service on Sunday, and only 
about 1-10 of 1 percent attend prayer meeting if 
their Church happens to have prayer meeting. And 
as we look.at the outreach of the old denomina- 
tional Churches we see that they are winning fewer 
and fewer people to full discipleship. As we look at 
the members of these Churches we find that they 
not only are losing interest in attending services but 
they are also losing interest in taking the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth and few recognize what it 
means to be a good steward of God’s money that 
has come into their possession. While there are 
many great and faithful souls that cause the Church 
to have a fair record, yet to compare the American 
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Church with the early Church is to feel that the 
statistics and inertia of a Christian past do not tell 
the whole story. 

Third Witness 


When we look at the matter on paper it looks like 
we are a Christian nation, but when we begin to 
look at church folk we begin to wonder just how 
much the paper tells. Let us go at it from another 
direction our Lord has instructed us concerning 
how we may know. Read Matthew 7:15-20. Our 
great Saviour and Lord says it is not what men pro- 
fess but it is their life that counts. By their fruit 
we shall know them. Now we know that when a 
man is not a born-again Christian he brings forth 
the fruit of the flesh and when he is born again he 
brings forth the fruit of the Spirit. Now Paul clear- 
ly defines for us the fruit of the flesh and the fruit 
of the Spirit. Let us read what Paul says and then 
examine America in the light of that yardstick. 
Read Galatians 5:19-23. 


Say, these sound like a modern catalogue f 
things in our morning news paper or on our modern 
movie sereen. We are living in a land where im- 
morality of every kind is breaking out in a crime 
wave, a crime wave that even reaches down into 
our Juvenile areas. One marriage in three ends up 
in divorce. Alcoholism has now become our major 
health menace, striking more victims each year than 
cancer, TB and polio all put together. More money 
is spent in one Saturday afternoon at the race 
track on gambling than we give all year to overseas 
relief. We are a people who are torn by strife and 
tension — between race and race, between class 
and class. Envy and greed and love of ease are 
driving many people into bankruptcy and even into 
theft in order to keep up with the Jones. And as 
the national income of America has mounted and 
mounted beyond our fondest dreams during the 
past few years we have found that the greatest 
part of it has been spent on tobacco, amusements, 
and whiskey, while we have spent each year more 
on one brand of dog food than we have spent on 
missions. 


When we apply the test of fruit we see that in 
America the predominant kind of fruit that our 
people are producing is what Paul calls the fruit of 
the flesh. So our people must be living for the flesh 
and that is certainly pagan. 


Leader 


For a long time we have taken it for granted 
that because the Church was here when we came it 
would be here after we are gone, so it does not 
matter too much how much support we give to it. 
We have felt that the Church was good but not too 
closely related to the social and economic welfare 
of our country. But in this brief consideration we 
see that on paper we have a Christian heritage and 
more people with names on a church roll than not 
but when we look to the fruits of co-operation in 
the church and the fruits in every day living we 
see that we are fast becoming a pagan nation. It 
is still true, as Paul said, “Be not deceived, God 
is not mocked, whatsoever a man (or nation) 
soweth that shall he also reap. If he sows the flesh 
he shall of the flesh reap corruption.” (Gal. 6:7) 
Our people have sown to the flesh and we are 
reaping the corruption in all areas of life. What 
shall we do? 

Speaker 

There is a promise that God gave to His Old 
Testament people concerning their national welfare 
and I believe it still holds good for us today. We 


can claim that promise. Read 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
If those of us who are really born again children 
of God, children who bear His name, will earnestly 
and truly claim this promise and follow its direc- 
tions we can be the means of releasing spiritual 
forces that will change and transform all of our 
American life. (Outline and comment on the pass- 
age.) 
Speaker 


There is something else that must go with this 
promise. The marching orders of the first church 
are still our marching orders. Here they are. Read 
Acts 1:8. You and I can stay before God in prayer 
and searching of the Word until we know that we 
are born again servants filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and then we must go out into the highways and 
byways of Cross Roads America and give the 
Gospel to those who do not know our Saviour. 
After all this is our mission field. 


Leader's Closing Remarks 


(The leader must decide ahead of time whether 
to channel this program into an appeal for decisions 
for Christ, a dedication service or a discussion of 
opportunities in the church field. Each leader must 
know his group and direct the closing ideas to set 
the way for what is needed.) 


Closing Hymn: ‘Rescue The Perishing.”’ 
Benediction. 


Oct. 9: They Pay To Work 


Introduction 


This program is designed to be a discussion of 
reports from various young people who have 
participated during the past summer in actual 
Home Mission projects of our church, of other 
interdenominational agencies, or in work camps. 
You will have to get detailed materials from 
Presbyterian Youth or from the study booklet. But 
as always let us remember that whatever we do 
must conform to the pattern set down by the 
Word of God, and in the Book of Acts we find in 
Paul a picture of what every Christian’s life should 
be in this home mission work. Plant this Scripture 
somewhere at the heart of your program. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Paul At Corinth: Acts 18:1-11 


Fellowship in the Home. Verse 3a. 

Faithful in Daily Toil. Verse 3b. 

Regular in Sabbath Worship. Verse 4. 
United Testimony for Christ. Verse 5. 
Courageous Faithfulness to Truth. Verse 6. 
Fruitful Conversions. Verses 7-8. 

Divine Assurance. Verses 9-10. 

Biblical Teaching. Verse 11. 


re 


Suggestions 


God has blessed this type of ministry and 
message in the past and He is blessing it today. 
Make this study of the passage from Acts the heart 
of your program, use the stories from the young 
people to illustrate that they were following in 
this Pauline method. Urge the young people to 
examine and see if their daily life routine is wel! 
balanced, with all these factors present. 


October 16: Let’s Have A Fiesta 


Introduction 
This program is designed to be one centered 
around music and customs of the people who attend 
the Ybor City Mission, Tampa, Fla. These are 
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foreign born people who still speak Italian and 
Spanish more freely than they do English. The 
people come mostly from Cuba, Spain and Italy. 
We have been referred to the Report of the Home 
Mission Committee in the Assembly’s Minutes of 
1948 for information about the community and the 
work of this mission. 


As that small group carries on in their com- 
munity they are increasingly faced with opposition 
from Communists and from the Roman Catholics. 
This program should include a study of some pas- 
sage of Scripture that will have special meaning 
for this situation. A good one would be to have 
some review the way that the small, struggling 
community of Jews who returned from Persia under 
Nehemiah faced opposition and overcame. In their 
victory we still find the secret for our own victory. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Nehemiah 4-6 
Let one person read the story of these chapters 
and tell it, or divide the story as follows and let 
one tell each section: 


Meeting Ridicule with Work and Prayer: 4:1-6. 

Defeating Anger with Watchfulness and Prayer: 
4:7-9. 

. Overcoming Discouragement with Work and 
Faith: 4:10-23. 

Condemning Greed with Restitution: 5:1-13. 

Outsmarting Craft with Perseverance: 6:1-3. 


Suggestions 

This program should include some presentation 
of the nature of the Community in which the mis- 
sion operates and some of the customs of the 
people. Then should come a presentation of some of 
the activities that they are carrying out and an 
account of their needs, problems, and the opposi- 
tion they face. Then comes a Scripture Study on 
how to overcome. This can be followed by discus- 
sion of what we can do to help, and this will of 
course include our offering for that work. 


The Federal Council Of 
Churches Acts As A Political 
Action Committee 
By L. E. Faulkner 


Hattiesburg, Miss. 


In the Congressional Record of June 30, 1949 
there is a typical case of how the Federal Council 
acts as a “political action committee” and commits 
the Southern Presbyterian Church to acts that are 
contrary to the constitution of our church. This is 
done even though very few, if any, of the members 
of the Southern Presbyterian Chureh have any 
knowledge that their church is being committed to 
the acts of a “political action committee.” 


There is recorded in the Congressional Record 
copy of a letter dated June 22, 1949 addressed 
to Hon. John W. McCormack, Congressman from 
Massachusetts. The first paragraph of the letter is 
here quoted: 


“Representatives of national organizations 
signing the communication to you in support 
of immediate passage of H. R. 4009, the 
Housing Act of 1949, have a twofold purpose 
in writing.” 
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In the third paragraph of the letter signed by 23 


“representatives of national organizations” we read 
the following: 


“The organizations we represent have 
through public education been supporting the 
objectives of H. R. 4009 for many years. On 
no controversial measure before the Congress 
is there greater public support than exists for 
the housing bill. We shall continue our efforts 
in behalf of this legislation until it is en- 
acted... ” 


In the closing paragraph of the letter the “repre- 
sentatives of national organizations” state: 


‘“‘We recognize the power of the opposition 
to H. R. 4009 and we know that every vote is 
important if the measure is to pass. For your 
leadership we are grateful, and in turn we wish 
you to know that you have our continuing and 
wholehearted support.” 


As I have stated, the letter is signed by 23 aio— 
sentative of national organizations’ The first signa- 
ture is and I quote, “Rev. Thomas Keehn, Council 
for Social Action of the Congregational Christian 
Churches of the U. S. A. “The second signature is 
‘Rev. Beverly M. Boyd, Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America,” and the third 
signature is that of “Fern M. Colborn, Assistant 
Secretary, Division of Social Education and Action, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.” The letter is 
signed by three national representatives of the 
Catholic church; five national representatives of 
labor unions; three national representatives of 
Jewish organizations; President, National Council 
of Negro Women; and several other representatives 
of national organizations including President, 
League of Women Voters of the United States. 


The letter did not have the signature of any 
representative of the individual competitive enter- 
prise system. 


Rev. Beverly M. Boyd who signed the letter as a 
representative of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America and in so doing committed the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and 26 other de- 
nominations to the Housing Act recently passed by 
Congress, is the same Rev. Boyd who appeared 
before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare, United States Senate, and en- 
dorsed Senate Bill No. 984 (FEPC legislation). In 
making his appearance before the Senate Com- 
mittee, Dr. Boyd stated: “I appear here to express 
the views of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America as stated in official action by 
its executive committee and at its biennial meet- 
ings.’’ Dr. Boyd presented 37 printed pages endors- 
ing FEPC legislation and non-segregation of races. 
During his testimony before the Committee Dr. 
Boyd stated: “I do not wish to increase, as you 
know, the antagonisms, but my personal feeling is 
that maybe the time has come when to gain our 
goal we may have to increase those antagonisms, 
and maybe this is the practical step.” 


The 1947 Annual Report of the Federal Council! 
shows that Rev. Beverly M. Boyd is Executive 
Secretary of the Department of Christian Social! 
Relations. 


It is a significant fact that many of the national 
representatives who presented testimony in favor 
of FEPC legislation and non-segregation of races 
officially endorsed the Housing Bill by having their 
representatives sign the letter addressed to Con- 
gressman McCormack. 
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Some may ask what can we Southern Presby- 
terians do to prevent our beloved church from 
being committed to actions that are contrary to the 
constitution of our Church. If one or more elders in 
each of the more than 3,500 Southern Presbyterian 
Churches will secure first-hand information from 
the official records of the Council and present 
this documentary evidence to the Sessions of their 
churches and if the Sessions will inform the com- 
municants of their churches then the days of our 
affiliation with the Federal Council of Churches 
will be numbered. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church will withdraw from the Council as she did 
in 1931. 


Church N 


CWS 


THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


Primary Release: September 18 
Delayed Release: September 25 


Music furnished by The Presbyterian Hour Choir, 
under the direction of Rev. H. V. Taylor. 


Speaker: Rev. Robert F. Jones, D.D., First Presby- 
terian Church, Fort Worth, Tex. 


Topic: “The Universal Church.” 


Agnes Scott College 


The College is spending approximately $800,- 
000.00 this summer on new construction and gen- 
eral campus improvements. This program includes 
a $400,000.00 dining hall, a new astronomy obser- 
vatory and planetarium at $125,000.00, the com- 
pletion of a new infirmary at $200,000.00, and the 
remodeling and refurnishing of Rebekah Scott Hall 
at a cost of $75,000.00. 


The Protestant Radio Center, which is supported 
by Agnes Scott, Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Emory Uuniversity, and the following denomina- 
tions: Presbyterian, U. S., Methodist, Episcopal, 


IN Steel or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
J.P. REDINGTON 4 CO. 


DEPT. R.20 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


Christian, and Lutheran, will be housed in Presser 
Hall, on the Agnes Scott campus. This building is 
being wired and equipped so that broadcasts may 
originate from any part of it. It is a co-operative 
undertaking which the College is willing to house 
on a complimentary basis. 


Fight of the Agnes Scott faculty are traveling or 
doing research work this summer on grants from 
the Carnegie Foundation or from the General Edu- 
cation Board. These activities will cover a wide 
range of interest. 


The College is quietly pursuing its campaign for 
$1,500,000.00, and has already secured $1,275.,- 
000. It is hoping that the balance will be subscribed 
before the end of the current calendar year. 


The new session will open officially on September 
~1, and this will start the sixty-first academic year 
for the institution. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


Primary Release: September 25 
Delayed Release: October 2 


(zuest Singers: Transylvania Music Camp Chorus, 
under the direction of Lester McCoy, of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. James Christian Phohl at 
the organ. 


Speaker: Rev. Wm. B. Oglesby, Pulaski Heights 
Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, Ark. 


Topic: “The Church Triumphant.” 
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Dr. Thomas Wylie Sloan 


Whereas in the infinite wisdom of our almighty, 
yet ever loving Heavenly Father, who doeth all 
things well, and maketh all things work together 
for good to those who love God, He has seen fit to 
transfer from the Church militant to the Church 
triumphant Reverend Thomas Wylie Sloan, D.D., on 
Thursday, August 11, 1949, beloved pastor emeritus 
since December, 1931, and active pastor from Sep- 
tember, 1902, to December, 1931; 

Therefore, be it resolved that we, the Session of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, S. C., do 
hereby attest our humble submission to God’s will, 
and do humbly confess our inability properly to 
express the great debt of gratitude to God for the 
rich blessing of having the wise and loving leader- 
ship of so worthy a representative of the great 
Shepherd of God’s flock, under whose care- the 
membership of our Church grew from four hundred 
in September, 1902, to more than one thousand in 
December, 1931. 

Furthermore, we gratefully acknowledge the rich 
blessing of having his counsel, his timely admoni- 
tion, his beautiful example of Christian living, his 
fine citizenship, and his worthy example of interest 
in community life. 

We do deeply grieve with his loved ones in his 
departure, although that departure only means a 
brief stepping beyond the curtain that now sep- 
arates the mortal from the ineffable beauty and joy 
of a perfect eternity. 

We, the Session of the First Presbyterian Church, 
ask that these expressions be spread on the pages 
of our record book, 

That a copy of the same be sent to our dear 
friend’s life partner, Mrs. T. W. Sloan, of Green- 
ville, S. C., 

That copies of these expressions be sent to The 
Christian Observer, The Presbyterian Outlook, and 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“The Quick Bright Bird.”” By Charlotte Esman. 
Published by The Kaleidograph Press, Dallas, Tex. 
Price $2.00. “The Quick Bright Bird” is a book of 
poems by Charlotte Esman. While reading some of 
these poems we feel we are having a delightful 
tramp through the woods and fields. When reading 
others we enjoy the fine, true, simple yet profound 
things of life. We receive a new incentive for 
simple living and high thinking. Here, one will find 
real recreation and a renewal of strength in mind 
and spirit. “‘The Quick Bright Bird” is heartily re- 
commended as a gift to the shut-in who longs for 
the out-of-doors and to the hard worker who needs 
refreshment after a busy day. 

—Mrs. John R. Richardson. 


“How To Teach The Bible.’”’ By Joseph M. Gettys, 
Ph.D. Published by John Knox Press, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Va. Price $2.00. The purpose of this 
book is expressed by the author in this sentence: 
“This book is written for ministers who may be 
skilled as pulpiteers but who desire help in Bible 
teaching, for church-school teachers who serve 
faithfully from week to week without the advant- 
ages of professional preparation, and for teachers 
of Bible in high school or college who desire an 
introduction to teaching, method.” 


There are ten chapters in this volume dealing 
with pedagogical methodology as related to teach- 
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* life. 258 burning pages. Postpaid only $1.50. The edition 
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ing the Bible. There are many helpful suggestions 
in this book for the teacher who is trying to im- 
prove in the transmission of Biblical truth. A 
number of fine ideas is found in the Chapter, 
“Using Illustrative Material.”” We concur whole- 
heartedly in his observation that the Bible is the 
Christian teacher’s richest source book for illustra- 
tive material. He aptly expresses it in this way, 
“The illustrations of the Bible come out of life 
and hence go back to life.” 


We regret that Dr. Gettys is not more discerning 
in the books he recommends in the closing section 
on “Basic Helps In Bible Study.’”’ Although he 
makes no blanket endorsements of unsound books, 
he submits a number for the teacher to purchase 
which are out of harmony with the Standards of our 
Church. He fails to note this fact and leaves the 
impression that these books are trustworthy guides 
in Bible study. His suggested bibliography will 
please the liberal but will be distasteful to the con- 
servative who holds to a high view of the inspira- 
tion of the Bible. —John R. Richardson. 
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“The Wisest Fool And Other Men of The Bible.” 
By Clarence E. Macartney, D.D. Published by Ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, Tenn. Price 
$2.00. Dr. Macartney is one of the most productive 
as well as constructive preachers in America. He 
specializes in biographical sermons. He informs us 
in his Foreword that including those in this book 
he has preached 167 sermons on the characters of 
the Bible. He is still looking forward to preaching 
on other interesting characters of the Bible. 


There are sixteen sermons in this volume. Some 
are on well known characters, such as Solomon, 
Barnabas, Stephen, while others are on characters 
not so well known, such as Micaiah, Achan, and 
Antipas. This reviewer’s vote for the best of this 
series goes to the one on ‘“‘Micaiah - In Prison For 
Conscience’s Sake.’’ Dr. Machen has a sermon on 
the same character in ‘“‘God Transcendent And 
Other Sermons.’’ Both should be read by every min- 
ister of the gospel. They search the heart and probe 
the conscience. 


The sermon on ‘“‘Antipas—The Faithful Martyr” 
shows the preacher’s gift of imagination. Some fine 
observations are made on this New Testament 
character. For example, ‘“‘Sometimes I think that 
more people are laughed and scorned and ridiculed 
out of their faith than are frightened out of it by 
persecution. It will often require more courage 
to be pointed out as peculiar, as old fashioned, 
and strait laced, than it does to face physical 
violence and persecution.”’ 


To all who enjoy wholesome sermonic literature 
we recommend this latest volume from Dr. Macart- 
ney’s pen. It will stimulate and hearten the reader 
to live a higher quality of Christian life. 

— John R. Richardson. 


““Presbyterianism In Action.”’ By Stuart R. Ogles- 
by. Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
Price $1.00. ‘‘Presbyterianism in Action” has as its 
object to show how one could become a more 
effective member of the Presbyterian Church. The 
material in this book was prepared to be used as an 
individual reading book or a basis for discussion in 
small or larger groups. The major part of it is 
devoted to interpretation of the Book of Church 
Order. Only incidental references are made to our 
Church’s Creed. 


Most of these chapters contain material that 
should be imparted to members of every Presby- 
terian congregation. The rudiments of our Church 
government are explained in simple language and 
should be easily understood by members of the 
Church whether young or old. Some of this material 
could also be used to advantage in the pastor’s 
preparatory classes for Church membership. 


Chapter XI will have to be reworked in the light 
of the reorganization plan adopted by the last 
General Assembly. 


Chapter XII describes “The Church at Work.” 
The first part of this chapter is especially helpful. 
There is some excellent advice here for members of 
Presbyterian congregations. Here is one quotation: 
“One of the chief functions of the congregation is 
the support and encouragement of its pastor in 
carrying out his plans as their chosen leader. To 
this end, members should faithfully attend the 
services of the church where the man whom they 
have called to preach actually does his preaching. 
No amount of encouragement on the outside, or 


service in the organizations of the church, will 
compensate for a failure here. Preachers have been 
called, trained, and ordained to preach, and all the 
other functions of their office, important as they 
may be, are subsidiary to preaching. 


“The congregation should not only attend the 
services of the sanctuary but actually take part in 
them. Many a preacher, as he stands in his pulpit, 
feels more like an actor on the stage must feel as 
the audience watches him perform, than like an 
ambassador of God leading his people in the act of 
worship. Too few of the members of any given con- 
gregation seem to understand that the spiritual 
success of the service they are attending depends 
upon their taking part in the singing, in the re- 
sponsive readings and the reciting of the Apostles’ 
Creed (when these are used), and in a uniform and 
reverent attitude in prayer. Reverent, careful at- 
tention to the sermon plays a large part in helping 
the man in the pulpit to preach, as well as in 
making the service helpful and strengthening. ‘Take 
heed therefore how ye hear.’ (Luke 8:18)” 


This chapter, however, could have been improved 
by a better statement on the Federal Council. It 
tails to raise the question as to whether our mem- 
Lership in the Federal Council is consistent with 
the Creed of our Church. Since many in our Church 
feel that our Church cannot consistently identify 
i.s influence with the Federal Council, we believe 


that in all fairness this other viewpoint should have 


heen mentioned. 


The last chapter on ‘“‘The Concluding Statement” 
is the best in the book. It is an exposition on the 
affirmation in the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe in 
the holy catholic church.”’ It is a strong appeal for 
a greater devotion to the Body of Christ. 

— John R. Richardson. 


Calvin’s Commentaries — Harmony of The 
Evangelists. Volumn I. By John Calvin. Published 
by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


Calvin’s Commentaries — Harmony of The 
Evangelists. Volume II. By John Calvin. Published 
by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


Calvin’s Commentaries — Harmony of The 
Evangelists. Volume III. By John Calvin. Published 
by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


Calvin’s Commentaries — Acts of The Apostles. 
Volume I. By John Calvin. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $4.50. 


Calvin’s Commentaries — Acts of The Apostles. 
Volume II. By John Calvin. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $3.50. 


The Harmony of the Evangelists consists of three 
volumes of expository material on Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. The publication of this Harmony con- 
tributed largely to the diffusion of the Gospel of 
Christ, and commanded the applause of all the Re- 
formed Churches. For a hundred years this work 
shed its light in practically every Reformed Church. 
Through the influence of Biblical Criticism in 
Germany it suffered a partial eclipse. But in the 
providence of God it was brought to the attention 
of Christian scholars by Professor Tholuck of Halle 
and others of his school. Tholuck wrote a disserta- 
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tion on “The Merits of Calvin as an Interpreter of 
the Holy Scriptures.”’ 


Dr. William Pringle, the translater, points out 
that Calvin is above everything else an honest 
interpreter. He comments: “No consideration would 
have induced him to wrest the words of Scripture 
from their plain meaning. Those who may question 
his conclusions cannot trace them to an unworthy 
motive. Timid theologians will be occasionally 
startled by his expositions — He examines the 
Scripture with the humility of one who inquires at 
the oracle of God, and proclaims the reply with the 
ee one who knows that the Word of the Lord 
is tried.”’ 


Calvin prefaces this Harmony with “The Argu- 
ment on the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew, Mark and Luke.” Wisely he remarks, ‘‘In 
order to read with profit the Evangelical history, 
it is of great importance to understand the meaning 
of the word Gospel.” Then we are told, ““This word 
signifieth good tidings, and is taken here for the 
story which containeth the joyful message of the 
coming of the Son of God.” 


Calvin handles the gospel narratives in these 
three volumes with amazing freshness. His com- 
ments are always inspiring and conducive to an 
increase of faith. For example, in his exposition of 
the miracle relating to the raising of Jairus’ daugh- 
ter from the dead he says, “In general, we are 
taught by this passage, that we cannot go beyond 
bounds in believing: because our faith, however 


large, will never embrace the hundredth part of the 


divine goodness.”’ 


The two volumes on Acts of the Apostles carries 
a splendid introduction by Dr. J. C. Macaulay. 
Aptly Dr. Macauley remarks, ‘‘Himself (Calvin) a 
man of action, the Commentator knows how to keep 
pace with this book of action, and at the same 
time the theologian takes full advantage of the 
Apostolic sermons, and other doctrinal situations 
to make clear the teaching.”’ 


All through this work Calvin emphasizes, in con- 
tradistinction to the Roman Catholics, that Christ 
embraced by faith is alone sufficient for salvation. 
He thinks of faith “not as a light or dry opinion 
concerning unknown things, but a plain and distinct 
knowledge of Christ conceived out of the gospel.” 
Again he says, “If the preaching of the gospel be 
absent, there shall no faith remain any longer. 
Luke coupleth faith with preaching and doctrine.”’ 


These five volumes deserve a place in every 
Christian’s library. For clearness, thoroughness, 
and soundness, no better commentaries are avail- 
able in any language. —John R. Richardson. 


The Elder Brother 


It was during the dark century when the powers- 
that-be in Scotland had forbidden all attendance at 
the church on the Sabbath. A little lassie was cross- 
ing the heath toward a secret meeting place, when 
she was stopped by a great soldier who pointed his 
sword at her throat and demanded where she was 
going. The heart under the little Scotch plaid yoke 
may have been beating at double time, and the 
childish voice may have trembled a bit, but still 
she answered truthfully: “And if it please ye, kind 
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A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
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For information write to: 
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FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday 
School or Missionary Superintendent, ome copy of “GOD'S 
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gation providing he will agree to give a talk on TITHING 
before distribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
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Dyers & Cleaners Since 1870 
223 West, Mulberry St. — Baltimore 1, Md. 
Invite inquiries about dyeing or cleaning dra- 
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sir, my Elder Brother has died; soud I no’ gang to 
my Father’s hoose for to see what he has left me 
in his last wull and Testament?” . 


This must have sounded like good thrifty com- 
monsense to the Scotch soldier for he said to her: 
‘““Ay, ay, lassie! Gang yer gait!”’ And the little child 
went her way to worship her Father with others 
who had braved imprisonment and death for their 
love of God and His Church. 


—First Church Flashes. 


An Atheist Convinced 


A great astronomer, Athanasius Kirchner, de- 
siring to convince an atheistic friend, procured a 
globe of the heavens, handsomely bestarred, and 
placed it in his study. The friend, coming in, asked 
whence it came and to whom it belonged. “Shall 
{ tell you,” replied Kirchner, “that it belongs to 
no one! that it was never made; and that it came 
here by chance?” 

“That is impossible,” said the atheist, “you are 
joking.” 

‘‘Look,”’ answered the astronomer, instantly 
refuse to believe that this globe—a mere shadow 
of the mighty heavens it pictures—-was never made 
and arrived by chance. Yet, the heavens it pictures 
you claim came without either design or designer.” 


The rebuke was used of the Holy Spirit to the 
conviction and conversion of the hearer. 


—Full Gospel Quarterly. 
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What It Has Done! 


Drink has drained more blood, 

Hung more crepe, 

Sold more homes, 

Plunged more people into bankruptcy, 

Armed more villains, 

Slain more children, 

Snapped more wedding rings, 

Defiled more innocence, 

Blinded more eyes, 

Twisted more limbs, 

Dethroned more reason, 

Wrecked more manhood, 

Dishonored more womanhood, 

Broken more hearts, 

Blasted more lives, 

Driven more to suicide, 

And dug more graves, 

than any other “poisoned scourge” that ever swept 

its death-dealing waves across the world. 
—Source Unknown. 


Why Rudyard Kipling Gave Up 
Beer Drinking And Became 
A Prohibitionist! 


Rudyard Kipling, the famous English poet, for- 
merly ridiculed total abstinence and Prohibition. 
But when traveling in America he went one eve- 
ning into a beer hall in Buffalo, N. Y., where he 
saw several horror sights which he described, one 
of which was where he saw two young boys get 
two young girls drunk and then took them reeling 
down a dark alley. Here is the way Mr. Kipling 
described this last scene: 


“The other sight of the evening was a horror. 
The little tragedy played itself out at a neighbor- 
ing table where two very young women were sit- 
ting. It did not strike me ’til far into the evening 
that the pimply young reprobates were making the 
girls drunk. They gave them red wine and then 
white, and the voices rosely slightly with the mai- 
den’s cheek flushes. I watched, and the youths 
drank until their speech thickened and their eye- 
balls grew watery. It was sickening to see, because 
I knew what was going to happen. 


“They got indubitably drunk—there in that 
lovely music hall, surrounded by the best of Buf- 
falo society. One could do nothing except invoke 
the judgment of heaven on the two boys, them- 
selves half sick with liquor. At the close of the per- 
formance, the quieter maiden laughed vacantly 
and protested she couldn’t keep her feet. The four 
linked arms and, staggering, flickered out into the 
street, drunk. They disappeared down a side ave- 
nue, but I could hear their laughter long after they 
were out of sight. And they were all four children 
of 16 and 17! 


“Then, recanting previous opinions, | became a 
prohibitionist. Better it is that a man should go 
without his beer in public places and content him- 
self with criticizing the narrow-mindedness of the 
majority. 


“T understand now why the preachers rage 
against drink. I have said, ‘There is no harm in it, 
taken moderately,’ and yet my own demand for 
beer helped directly to send those two girls reeling 
down the dark street—to God alone knows what 
end. It is not good that we should let liquor lie 
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WOULD YOU: 


1. Like to be relieved of investment and re- 
investment worries? 


2. Like to feel that your funds are perfectly 
safe? 


3. Like to earn for the remainder of your life 
a generous rate of interest? 


4. Like to receive a check at stated intervals 
as long as you live? 


5. Like to have your resources busily at work 
for the Kingdom of God forever and 
ever? 


Then Investigate 
GIFT ANNUITY AGREEMENTS! 
Write Today To: 


The Executive Committee Of 
Christian Educaton And 
Ministerial Relief 
Presbyterian Church In The 


United States 


Wade H. Boggs ............. Executive Secretary 


410 Urban Building 
Louisville 2, Ky. 


CHILD’S STORY BIBLE 


By Catherine F. Vos 


The Ideal Bible Book 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
OF 7 TO 12 


Now used daily in more than 100,000 Amer- 
ican homes and schools. 


Complete, true-to-the-Bible; carefully design- 
ed for children. Striking jacket design in two 
colors. 584 pages, strong, high quality paper, 
popular 6x9 size. Price $3.95 postpaid. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


North Carolina 


Weaverville . 


before the eyes of children, and I have been a fool 
in writing to the contrary.”” —From Kipling’s 
“American Notes,’’ early American Edition, Page 
121. 


In the great Day of Judgment when all must 
give account to God for the deeds done in this life, 
many men and women who now selfishly insist on 
having their beer or other liquor will have to admit 
then, as Kipling did, that their demand for liquor 
helped to send others down the dark street of 
drunkenness and shame! —The Civic Bulletin. 
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Let Ruling Elders Be Ruling Elders 


The article printed under the above caption in the 
September 1 issue of The Journal is now available 
in booklet form. This article by Elder Wallace Par- 
ham has been enthusiastically received by Ruling 
Elders and Teaching Elders alike. This is a sixteen- 
page booklet with art cover. Order enough for every 
Ruling Elder in your Church. Price 10 cents per 
copy or five dollars per hundred copies postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Pocket Bible Handbook 


By Hally 
An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorta of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 
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The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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HOW GIFT ANNUITY 
AGREEMENTS WORK 


Mr. X had $10,000.00 which he wished to 
invest safely. 


His age was 65. | 


He purchased GIFT ANNUITY AGREE- 
MENTS with the Executive Committee of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Re 
lief. 


The Committee paid him 5.! percent in- 
terest on his investments as long as he 
lived. 


He received a check for $255.00 on the 
first of each January and a check for 
$255.00 on the first of each July the re- 
mainder of his lifetime, a total of $510.00 
annually. 


After the death of Mr. X any residuum of 
his GIFT ANNUITY became available for 
the work of the Kingdom of God. 


Have YOU money which you would 
like to invest safely? Would you like 
to receive a fixed income the rest of 
your life with the assurance that the 
residue will continue to work for 
Christ and His Church after you de 
part? 


Then Write Today - Giving The Amount 
You Wish To Invest And Your Age To: 


The Executive Committee Of 
Christian Education And 
Ministerial Relief 


Presbyterian Church In The 
United States 


Wade H. Boggs 

William H. Hopper 

410 Urban Building 
Louisville 2, Ky. 


Treasurer 
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CHRISTIAN TEACHING 
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The FOUNDATIONS of KINGDOM BUILDING 


“The 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROVIDES 


Increased Attendance and at 
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RALLY 1949 


THE RALLY DAY OFFERING 
is an INVESTMENT for TODAY and TOMORROW 


4 
THE ASSEMBLY‘S 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


e REGULARLY: 
Serves Every Church Agency. 
Provides Regional Directors for Every Synod. 
Prints Literature for 3,402 Local Congregations. 
Trains Teachers to Interpret the Scriptures Aright. 


e NOW FACES: 
A Growing Church with Outgrown Service Facilities. 
A New Day with Yesterday’s Equipment. 
A Maximum Opportunity with Minimum Means. 


$100,000 above the 1946 offering was asked for onnu- 
ally 1947-52 to meet this need. In two years $140,000 
has been received. 

The Church United in the Program of Progress 2% times the amount of the 1946 Rally Day offering in 
each local church will assure the 1949 goal. 


The PILLARS of CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY 
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For a BETTER, more EFFECTIVE 
Church and Sunday School 


This month is Religious Education Season. In study groups and at 
church, you will be awakened to the opportunities of the teaching pro- 


gram of our Church. Rally Day will climax the season with a visual 
aid program pointing out specific things which you can do every day 
in growing spiritually and leading others to a fuller knowledge of 


Christ. 


Rally Day is the day each year when you give to supply free materials to new Sunday Schools, 
the services of regional directors, and capital for the expansion of your teaching program. 


give generously 
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Invaluable for freshmen — and upperclassmen 


CHRISTIAN WAYS FOR COLLEGE DAYS 


By, Harry G. Goodykoontz 


In a brief yet thorough manner, Dr. Goodykoontz, our 
Director of Student Work, discusses the factors that 
make up the challenging life of the campus; the pit- 
falls of becoming secular, short-sighted, or self- 
centered; religious opportunities in college; ways of 
deepening your faith and conquering doubt. Certainly 
a book no Christian student should be without, it is 
rich in wise and understanding counsel. Price 


Order for all your college friends -- PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va., or Box 1020, Dallas 1, Tex. 
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